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Helicopters for Coaches in France 
NE of the largest French holding com- 
panies in the road passenger business 
is Société Générale des Transports 
Départementaux of Paris, or $.G.T.D. Two 
of its subsidiaries in Normandy—Les Cour- 
riers Normands and the Cie. Normande 
d’Autobus—have applied to the French 
Transport Ministry for permission to operate 
this summer their joint Caen—Le Havre 
service with helicopters instead of coaches. 
It is believed that this will be the world’s 
first replacement of coaches for running 
regular scheduled services by helicopters. A 
15-seater Vertol 44 helicopter will be used for 
the experiment and it is proposed to operate 
the Caen—Le Havre service in four stages; 
stops will be made at Ouistreham, Cabourg, 
Deauville and Honfleur. The promoters of 
this scheme are not seeking a cost compari- 
son between helicopter and normal coach 
operations; they are fully aware that the 
former is more expensive at present than the 
latter. The purpose of the experiment is to 
ascertain how the public will react to this 
new form of transport, and also to study the 
various operational problems which will be 
raised by the introduction of helicopters on 
local routes. The Caen Municipal Council 
has already decided on the creation of a 
heliport in the centre of the town and the 
other municipalities concerned are expected 
to reach similar decisions shortly. It is hoped 
that this helicopter service will be 
inaugurated next month. S.G.T.D. attaches 
great importance to this experiment, which 
it hopes will provide it with useful data as 
to the practicability of substituting heli- 
copters or similar machines for the more 
conventional coaches. Mr. J. Richard- 
Deshais, chairman of S.G.T.D., is a keen 
believer in air transport and is chairman 
of Cie. Générale des Transports Aériens Air 
Algérie, one of the leading French indepen 
dent air operators. 





Coach Publicity Leaflet 
OLLOWING discussions between the 
Tilling (B.T.C.) and B.E.T. groups 
of bus companies at executive level 
early in 1957, the conclusion was reached 
that a need existed for a publicity item to 
stimulate interest in coach and omnibus 
travel in this country. Flowing from this it 
was decided to set up a small committee 
comprising Messrs. E. L. Taylor and R. G. 
James, of the B.E.T., and Messrs. C. H. 
Preece and H. D. Muirhead, representing the 
Tilling group. This committee has met on a 
number of occasions and, with the technical 
help afforded by Mr. Muirhead, produced a 
textual and coloured draft of a coach pub- 
licity folder which has been adopted. The 
order for printing has been placed with the 
internationally known firm of Waterlow and 
Sons and production is well under way. The 
printing order, in fact, is one of the largest 
ever placed for a leaflet of this kind and runs 
into some 1} million copies. Distribution 
will be through the member companies of 
the two groups; through London Coastal 
Coaches; and the general agency systems 
employed by these operators. The British 
Travel and Holidays Association has been 
consulted by the committee and has given 
valuable technical and practical help. A 
special edition of the folder has been pre- 
pared for issue abroad and in this connection 
B.T.H.A. is assisting on the distribution 
side. The leaflet is in colour, lavishly illus- 
trated and is folded ingeniously so that not 
only does it open out to reveal a map of all 
the coach services of the country, but the 
story is unfolded in the same way. The map 
and its relevant detail, surrounded by a 
border of county crests, occupies one whole 
side of the folder, which tells the prospective 
user how to obtain details of coach services. 
It is hoped to have these excellent folders 
in the hands of the companies and their 
agents during June and July of this year, 
while supplies will be available for world- 
wide distribution in the autumn, ready for 
the 1959 booking season. Posters and other 
display items have been prepared to assist 
in launching the scheme. Co-operation by 
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the two groups in this joint effort has resulted 
in a product on a scale and of a standard 
that could not otherwise have been achieved. 





Punctuality 
OR some time the 
laying emphasis on the need for 
punctual train running. The Central 
Transport Consultative Committee is alive to 
it too. In its last annual report it records 
receipt from the Commission of a carefully 
prepared quarterly analysis of the position. 
Following a “‘welcome improvement’’ early 
in 1957 a ‘‘disappointing setback’’ occurred 
during the summer. At one time over 30 per 


B.T.C. has been 


tinued operation would be inconsistent with 
the Authority’s duty to balance its accounts. 
A clause provides for compensation to staff 
of the U.T.A. whose employment may be 
adversely affected by the transfer of the 
G.N.R. Board’s undertaking to the Authority 
or by the termination of railway services. A 
special procedure is laid down for the tem- 
porary authorisation—subject to subsequent 
consideration by the Transport Tribunal—of 
increases in charges. The G.N.R. maximum 
charges may be adjusted to bring them into 
line with the Authority’s own maximum 
charges. A draft of the G.N.R. Board agree- 
ment is set out in a schedule to the Bill. It 
provides for the apportionment between the 
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cent of main-line trains were arriving more 
than five minutes late, due largely to disloca- 
tion of certain lines by major improvement 
schemes and to incidents such as the serious 
fire at Cannon Street Station signalbox. 
Apart from these and minor failures the 
Committee attribute unpunctuality to ‘‘un- 
due optimism in compiling timetables and 
accelerating train speeds which has resulted 
in some main-line expresses being given 
timings which can only be maintained under 
ideal conditions,’’ while sometimes trains 
have been unexpectedly delayed by over- 
loading. Although too generous margins may 
lead to slackening attention and tight ones 
to an increase of effort, the Committee has 
evidence that timetable accelerations can be 
overdone. The public interest, it says, is 
better served if all trains keep to booked 
timings yielding only moderate performance 
rather than to those with spectacular 
accelerations which can only be maintained 
under perfect running conditions. No doubt, 
as the report sagely suggests, most passengers 
prefer to stay a few minutes longer in a train 
if they know it is likely to arrive on time 
than to travel in a crack express which 
frequently runs late. 





Ulster Transport Bill 
AST week the Northern Ireland House of 
Commons gave a first reading to the 
new Transport Bill which inter alia 
amends the statutory duties of the Ulster 
Transport Authority and provides for the 
Ministry of Commerce of the Six Counties to 
enter into an agreement with the Minister 
for Industry and Commerce of the Republic 
for the dissolution of the Great Northern 
Railway Board. The Ulster Transport 
Authority is to be required to balance its 
accounts within the next five financial years; 
to comply with directions of the Ministry: 
to submit proposals for substantial capital 
expenditure for the prior approval of the 
Ministry; and to propose the termination of 
uneconomic railway services of which con- 


two parties as from October 1, 1958, of all 
the assets and liabilities of the Great 
Northern Railway Board. The general basis 
of apportionment is the equal sharing of both 
assets and liabilities. The land used by the 
G.N.R. Board in Northern Ireland, which is 
already vested in the Ulster Transport 
Authority, will continue to be so vested, and 
the Board’s staff resident in Northern Ireland 
will be transferred to the service of the 
Authority. Provision is also made in the 
draft agreement for the implementation of 
the agreement through bodies other than the 
two parties; for Northern Ireland this body 
is the Ulster Transport Authority. 





Stalemate 
DESPITE earlier indications that London 
Transport busmen, voting garage by 
garage, would seek a termination of 
the six-week stoppage, the final vote was that 
64 garages and maintenance depots voted for 
continuance and only 54 in favour of dis- 
cussing a resumption of work. It is claimed 
that this is for various reasons: some men 
have taken part-time jobs; some seek clearer 
terms regarding the Country department 
men; and some are alleged to be angry at 
notices regarding reduced services. This last 
argument for a prolongation of the stoppage 
is crassly stupid. Traffic has been falling 
and Sir John Elliot was quite clear in his 
warnings before the strike started that its 
further effect on traffic might be disastrous. 
There are unmistakable indications that a 
10 per cent cut in services may not be too 
much to catch up with the reduced patronage. 
There is no attempt to adjust earnings down- 
wards in the revised schedules nor to 
victimise the men. The latest L.T.E. terms 
were the court award of 8s. 6d. for Central 
busmen to be paid from resumption of work; 
an increase (still to be negotiated) for the 700 
drivers of single-deck Green Line coaches to 
be paid from the resumption, and any in- 
crease arising from the promised review of 
the pay of the 12,000 Country men and 
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semi-skilled and unskilled maintenance men 
to date from July 2. A fortnight ago negotia- 
tions had broken down on the union's 
insistence that the wages of the Green Line 
drivers should be raised by 8s. 6d., that both 
they and Central London men should receive 
increases back-dated to March 12, and that 
the other 12,000 workers should in any case 
receive an increase from date of resumption. 
To have yielded such terms would have been 
to by-pass the Industrial Court’s award, 
which Sir John Elliot and his colleagues were 
determined to uphold. A meeting of a com- 
mittee dealing with the municipal bus 
workers’ claim of 10s. 6d. weekly increase, 
led to no result on Tuesday of this week and 
a report will be made to the National Joint 
Industrial Council for the Road Passenger 
Transport Industry on July ro. Another case 
of stalemate prevails in the London docks 
dispute, where 7,730 were on strike on Tues- 
day and 18,354, including lightermen, were 
at work. Meetings here apparently got the 
union little distance towards a resumption 
and the public and the traders suffer, with 
118 ships in the port fully manned, five 
undermanned, but 63 idle. 





Dunlop Improvement 
HE chairman of the Dunlop Rubber Co., 
Limited, Mr. G. E. Beharrell, had an 
encouraging story to tell at the annual 
general meeting. There has been a marked 
improvement from the unfortunately low 
figures for 1956 and group trading balance 
for 1957 at {19.86 million was the highest 
on record. Satisfaction is recorded at the 
easing of the unfair burden on British indus- 
try of profits tax in the United Kingdom, 
although the former investment allowances 
are still missing as an incentive to industry 
to modernise capital equipment. The man 
agement is also well aware that modernisation 
is not always by itself a guarantee of reduced 
costs or increased productivity. It must be 
matched by a high standard of management 
and full co-operation between management 
and employees. No small achievement is 
the high proportion of the overseas contribu- 
tion to turnover, 70 per cent. A most in- 
teresting feature is the development of the 
International Synthetic Rubber plant at 
Fawley, where at the last meeting an output 
of 50,000 tons a year was anticipated by 
the autumn of 1958. Production started in 
March last and by September next it is 
anticipated that this will be more than ful- 
filled by production at the rate of 70,000 
tons a year. The Dunlop part in this Fawley 
enterprise is a 45 per cent shareholding. 





William James Everard 
OASTWISE shipping loses one of its lead- 
ing protagonists in the passing of Mr. 
W. J. Everard, one of the redoubtable 
four who built up the family business of 
F. T. Everard and Sons, Limited. It was per- 
haps fitting that he should have died in 
harness at Greenhithe, for it was there that 
his father, a shipwright, started with a few 
ships the concern which is now responsible 
for what is claimed to be the biggest coastal 
tramp fleet operated under private enterprise 
in the United Kingdom. One of the kindest 
and most genial of men—he was never 
happier than when entertaining his friends— 
Will Everard had a keen business sense. 
His unrivalled knowledge and experience of 
the coastal tramp trade was used to the 
nation’s advantage during the last war when 
his advice and assistance were of great value 
to the Ministry of War Transport and the 
supply departments. At a time when fuel 
for road transport was scarce and railway 
capacity stretched to the utmost Everard’s 
ships performed a vital service, particularly 
in the vast seasonal movements of home- 
grown food. “ Will” was a tower of strength 
to which the departments turned in times of 
stress, and it was always his concern to see 
that in peace time coastwise received its fair 
share of the traffic offering. Sometimes he 
was disappointed, but always he was cheer- 
ful. He will be sadly missed by his many 
friends in all branches of transport. 





Without waiting for the Channel Tunnel 


you can deliver direct by road to your 
customer on the Continent. Your own 
lorries, or your road haulier’s, loaded at 
the factory, can drive straight on to 
the Transport Ferry at Tilbury. Then, 
at Antwerp drive off and go direct to 
destination — anywhere. The Transport 
Ferry Service also runs daily between 
Preston and Larne in Northern Ireland. 
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This is the simplest route to the expand- 
ing Irish and Continental markets. 


Breakage, pilferage, costly handling 
delays and packaging are reduced to a 
minimum. For all types of goods, the 
drive-on drive-off Ferry provides a really 
simple and practical method of crossing 
the sea. Ask your Transport Manager, 
haulage contractor or shipping agency 


about it; or write to the address below. 


FERRY SERVICE 


LTD, 


25 Whitehall, London, S.W.1. Telephone: WHitehall 2401/6 5564/6 


LONDON (TILBURY) TO ANTWERP 
PRESTON TO NORTHERN IRELAND 











BLACKPOOL cioose 
ALHAMBRINAL 


Permanent Interior Decorative Panelling 
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EVERY BLACKPOOL CORPORATION 





BUS, TRAM AND TRAILER IS FITTED 
THROUGHOUT WITH ALHAMBRINAL 


ROOF PANELS, BODY PANELS, SIDE PANELS, SEAT BACKS 


“ALHAMBRINAL,” the permanent decorative interior panelling, is extensively used for the lining 
of ceilings, under-racks, body panels and seat backs in motor coaches, buses, trolley-buses, tramcars, 


railcars and railway carriages. “ALHAMBRINAL” 


is produced in a wide variety of designs and 


colours which are solid throughout. It is practically indestructible under ordinary conditions of wear. 


it is light in weight, non-inflammable, non-corrosive an 


d a non-conductor of heat or cold. It is ready to 


fix and can be supplied on aluminium, hardwood or plywood backing, cut to sizes and ready to erect 
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FERENEZE WORKS BARRHEAD neat GLASGOW. 





PHONE: BARRHEAD 1038-9 


GRAMS: “WATERPROOF” BARRHEAD 














RUSSELL COURT, 3-16 WOBURN PLACE, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephone Number : TERminus 0303 (3 lines) 
Telegraphic Address: Transpubco, Westcent, Lendon 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
BritisH Isies, 35/-; Canapa, 32/6; 
ELSEWHERE ABROAD, 35/- 

payable in advance and postage free 
The Editor is prepared to consider con- 
tributions offered for publication in 
MODERN TRANSPORT, but intending con- 
tributors should first study the length 
and style of articles appearing in the 
paper and satisfy themselves that the 
topic with which they propose to deal 
is relevant to editorial requirements. In 
controversial subjects relating to all 
aspects of transport and traffic this 
newspaper offers a platform for inde- 
pendent comment and debate, its object 
being to encourage the provision of all 
forms of transport in the best interests 
of the community. 


We desire to call the attention of our readers to 
the fact that Russell Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, 
London, W.C.1, is our sole London address, and 
that no connection exists between this news 
paper and any other publications bearing som« 
what similar titles. 
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End of a Competitive 
Railway 


EVELOPING the process of pruning 
and modernisation vital to the con- 
version of the British railway system 

into an up-to-date wholesale transport 
machine, the Eastern Area Board has 
decided in principle to close down the former 
Midland and Great Northern Joint Railway. 
An outline of the system’s construction and 
an indication of the area served appears on 
another page. It emerged as an entity from 
a series of small railways, the title of the 
oldest of which, the Norwich and Spalding, 
incorporated as long ago as 1853, was evi- 
dence of intention to penetrate the area 
which in 1862 became by amalgamation the 
preserve of the Great Eastern. This railway 
achieved only some 15 miles of line from 
Spalding to Sutton Bridge, but the insensate 
railway competition of the mid-Victorian 
era drove other entrepreneurs to continue 
its route, with the backing of the Midland 
and Great Northern companies, each of 


| which sought pickings from the traffic of 
| Kings Lynn, 


Cromer, Norwich and Yar- 
mouth. Another influence was the keen 
desire of ambitious farming communities to 
obtain railway transport, resulting in various 
cheap methods of authorising railways legis 
lated for in 1864, 1868 and finally in 1896. 


| Out of this was born a light railway link 
from Yarmouth to what became the Midland 
| and Great Northern Joint Railway at Melton 





Constable. About 180 route-miles and 1,500 
employees will be involved“in the closure 
procedure, due to begin at the end of this 
year and to continue in rapid stages there- 
after. 


No Effort Spared 
O effort has been spared by the area 
board during the last few years to 
maintain the widest practicable net- 
work of railway services in the Eastern 
Region. In pursuit of this policy, consider- 
able experiments have been made by the 
management in cheaper methods of opera- 
tion, combined in many cases with improved 
facilities. The losses incurred on non-paying 
sectors of the network have in consequence 
been appreciably reduced. On certain ser- 
vices there are still, however, big losses; and 
the extent to which these can be financed 
out of the proceeds of the profitable services 
has been much limited by recent trends. A 
new point of balance must be found between 
the obligations of public service on the one 
hand, and the requirements of the railway 
budget on the other. An important and 
special consideration in this particular case 
is that the Midland and Great Northern 
routes, although through sparsely populated 
areas, are nearly all duplicated by alter- 
native facilities. No place served by the 
M. & G. N. is more than a few miles distant 
from the Great Eastern line which parallels 
it across the north of East Anglia, and 
throughout most of the route there are bus 
services. It is this duplication of facilities 
which is mainly responsible for the poor 
loadings experienced. Such traffics as are 
now carried can be transferred elsewhere 
with advantage to both the economics and 
the frequency of the alternative services. In 
other words, the present proposal would 
not only remove the element of duplication, 
but should also make it possible to improve 
the remainder of the services. The strengthen- 
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ing of these other services is already under 
consideration. Night freight traffic was 
removed some years ago to more convenient 
routes in the cause of economy. 


Prospective Savings 
T? is estimated that net savings of the 
order of at least half a million pounds 
a year will result from the changes 
contemplated. In addition, certain very 
heavy expenditure on engineering works, such 
as the rebuilding of the Clenchwarton Bridge, 
will be avoided. Other extensive bridge 
renewals and sea defence works are needed 
and would be a heavy charge on which no 
return can be visualised. In all these circum 
stances, the Board has no alternative but to 
adjust its policy and to instruct the manage 
ment to prepare detailed plans for the closing 
of the line. This will mean, on the passenger 
side, the withdrawal of stopping passenger 
train services, most of which are at present 
steam operated and carry a small number 
of passengers. Conversion of 
diesel operation has been tried over com 
parable sections of line where conditions are 
favourable, with admittedly beneficial re- 
sults. The reduction in operating costs and 
the improvement in receipts have, however, 
not been sufficient to bring the services into 
financial equilibrium and the field remaining 
on the M. & G. N. offers a still less favourable 
ground for experiment. There is now suff- 
cient experience of diesel operation to 
establish that, to make this type of stopping 
passenger service profitable, there must be 
a very substantial increase in the carryings. 
Such increases of local traffic in the 
M. & G. N. area are simply not available. 
In many cases the stations are a long way 
from the villages they serve, and the bus, 
rather than a railway (or tramway), offers 
the best and most economical means of 
carrying the bulk of these local and short- 
distance passengers. On the freight side, 
the volume of traffic is not sufficient to 
justify maintenance of this line as a separate 
through route, particularly as the alternative 
Great Eastern line facilities are available for 
it in most cases and every effort will be 
made to continue a satisfactory transport 
service to the traders and other interests in 
the area. 


services to 


Procedure 
A boul 1,500 men will be affected. The 
trade unions have been informed, and 
the arrangements necessary and proper 
in such circumstances will be discussed with 
them and settled so that, in accordance with 
normal practice, serious hardship or disloca- 
tion is avoided. It is intended that the 
closure shall take place by stages. The stages 
have been provisionally planned as shown 
below; they will not necessarily take place 
in this order, and special arrangements may 
be made to retain facilities at certain centres 


Yarmouth Beach to Melton Constable 
Norwich City to Melton Constable 


3) Melton Constable to South Lynn 
(4) South Lynn to Sutton Bridge 


(5) Sutton Bridge to Peterborough 

(6) Sutton Bridge to Edmondthorpe 
The detailed plans are now being worked 
out for submission to the appropriate 
Transport Users Consultative Committees, 
together with all the essential facts and 
figures. The Eastern Region has given its 
notice of the proposal in general terms, and 
at the earliest possible moment, to all those 
who may be affected. As the plans for 
closure develop and dates for the various 
stages are made known, the management 
will notify all persons or bodies known to be 
interested. The plans may be varied in 
detail, but it is intended that the first stages 
of the closure should take effect by the end 
of 1958 and the remainder follow as soon as 
possible thereafter. It is doubtful if even at 
the height of the railway era the existence 
of the highly competitive Midland and Great 
Northern was ever fully justified; financial 
difficulty dogged its independent days and 
under its distinguished and prosperous spon- 
sors it continued almost as a museum piece 
with obsolescent locomotives (none were 
built after 1902) and six-wheeled coaches. 
Its bringing up to date after grouping must 
have been costly; a further modernisation 
in the light of modern traffic trends must 
remain unjustifiable. In a period when, as 
Sir Brian Robertson, chairman of the British 
Transport Commission, wrote in our issue 
of May 24, a railway system which tries to 
give service to everyone everywhere and at 
any time is not a modern system, it is vital 
that large-scale pruning should take place, 
and the Eastern Region has afforded an 

excellent example of bold action. 


$e yp 
Forthcoming Events 


June 21-29.—Omnibus Society. Round Britain tour. 

June 22.-—-Omnibus Society (Midland). Visit to South Wales 
Area 
Light Railway Transport League 
Mumbles Railway 

June 28.--Light Railway Transport League. Paper by Mr. J. H 
Price, The Dartford Hospital Tramways.” At Fred 
Tallant Hall, Drummond Street. N.W.1. 3 p.m 

a, 30-July 4.—Institution of Naval Architects. Meeting in 
aris 


Visit to Swansea and 


July 9%—Light Railway Transport League. Paper by R. K 
Crees and J. R. Cook, “Transport in East Berlin.” At 
Fred Tallant Hall, N.W.1. 7 p.m. 
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DEMAND HERE MEANS 200 LORRIES DAILY 
Output of Steel Company of Wales Strip Mill 


OFF-PEAK LOADING TO SPEED TURNROUND TIME 


Yer aman is reputed to have remarked, 
rather unkindly, of Lord Nuffield, prince 
of benefactors and favourite son of 
Oxford, that his greatest benefaction would be 
to take the Cowley works elsewhere. It seems 
doubtful whether the Steel Company of Wales, 
though its 5o00-acre Abbey works at Port 
Talbot derives its name from the ruins of 12th- 
century Margam Abbey, will ever prompt the 
same churlish reaction—not even when local 
sentiment has been further flouted by the 
draining of nearby Kenfig Pool in which, so 
legend has it, was submerged the ancient burgh 
and seaport town of Kenfig. 
On the other hand it must be said that on a 
recent sunny morning we had selected to visit 
Port Talbot in order to learn what part road 








Margam works, which was chiefly turning out rails, 
sleepers and steel plates, The enormous new strip 
mill project on the Abbey site changed all that. 
The production of sheet steel in vast tonnages to 
meet the requirements of an expanding domestic 
market and of the vital export sphere, as well as for 
the modernised South Wales tinplate industry, 
brought a whole series of problems in its wake. 
Speed of delivery became of vital importance, but 
was not enough; careless handling could produce 
damage just as extended transit times might lead 


to rusting or deterioration in other ways. Road 
transport offered solid prospects. Double handling 


and protective packing could be cut out, the 
customer could be assured of delivery at a stated 


time. The same customers, especially in the motor 
car and the domestic refrigerator and washing 
machine industries, to quote some important 


examples, were insisting that their steel arrived 








Offices and part of the vehicle parking accommodation at the Steel Company of Wales Abbey 





works, traffic control office, inward and outward weighbridges 


transport played in this postwar colossus of the 
steel industry; the biscuit-coloured buildings 
in serried bays which comprise the new addi- 
tions to the plant contrasted strongly with 
one’s notions of what blast furnaces and rolling 
mills ought to look like. 


Road Tonnages 

They have a disconcerting habit of dropping the 
ooos at Port Talbot when discussing intermediate 
and end products. Figures like “22” (meaning 
22,000 tons) of coke, and “30” of pigiron, fall 
easily from the lips and these, note, are merely the 
weekly output which has been comfortably ex- 
ceeded on various occasions when the pressure has 
been on. At the moment Abbey is turning out 
something like 38,o00 tons weekly from its three- 
quarter mile long continuous strip mill and when 
the 1956 expansion programme is completed this is 
expected to rise to 50,000 tons weekly. One-third 
of all the sheet steel rolled in Britain comes from 
the Steel Company of Wales and road transport 
moves 12,000 to 14,000 tons of it each week from 
Abbey works Roughly a half is carried by in- 
dependent hauliers, just under a half by British 


co 


Coil loaded into a B.R.S. eight-wheeler with recessed floor cradle to depress the centre of 
of 


Road Services, and the remaining 10 per cent on 
the C-licensed vehicles of Monmouthshire Trans- 
port Co., Limited, formerly operated by John 
Lysaght of Newport, which was one of the founder 
companies of the Steel Company of Wales, Limited. 
Monmouthshire Transport had been created to 
service the Newport works. 


Output of Works 

More than {175 million will have gone into 
capital works since the company came into being. 
The complex includes not only the Abbey and the 
adjoining Port Talbot and Margam works, which 
comprise the blast furnaces and coke ovens, but 
also tinplate plants at Trostre, near Llanelly, and 
Velindre, near Swansea, together with the Orb 
works at Newport, producing electrical steels. 
However, steel coil goes to Trostre and Velindre by 
rail, in the former instance in trains of special 42- 
ton wagons, and it is around Abbey that road 
transport development centres. Here, the output 
of the hot strip mill is converted into tinplate coil, 
coil for sale, sheet and plates up to } in. thick. 

In 1947 road transport played a minor role at 
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unmarked; crinkling at the edges of sheets through 
rough handling must be avoided at all cost and 
rusting must be prevented. Special deep-drawn 
steel, produced for car bodies, must not be allowed 
to age by reason of overlong transit times. It is 
fair to add at this point that sheet for an Oxford 
car body plant does in fact go in scheduled train 
loads. 
Coil 

A good deal of strip is dispatched in coils 72 in. 
wide and this is also raising peculiar difficulties. 
Maximum weight for these coils is at present about 
11 tons, but is expected to rise to 13 tons. The 
concentrated load calls for a heavy vehicle floor 
construction but with the higher centre of gravity 
presented by larger coils there is some fear of in- 
stability while cornering. Some progress has been 
made to combat this and eight B.R.S. vehicles are 
equipped with a floor well and stabiliser bar 
attached to the coil by means of a wire rope passed 
through its centre, the coil being carried on a longi- 
tudinal axis. 

Initially British Road Services was relied upon 
for the major part of long-distance road deliveries 
(this was 1951 and haulage acquisitions had been 
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sheets is lowered by overhead traverser into 


completed), It concentrated operations on a depot 
at Bridgend, with 60 vehicles, subsequently raised 
to 70. 

Denationalisation of road transport produced a 
new situation. It would be idle to pretend that 
South Wales steel or tinplate, forming as it does a 
staple and at times the only available return load 
for vehicles delivering in the area from London, 
the Midlands or the North, is high-rated traffic, 
but it is there in steady quantities and probably 
acts even as a magnet, attracting vehicles which 
would otherwise stand idle or go under-employed. 


Register of Hauliers 

Faced with the problem of how to process a 
vast number of hauliers’ vehicles arriving quite un- 
predictably for loads to equally unpredictable 
destinations, the Steel Company of Wales decided 
that it was not going to resort to the employment 
of clearing houses, as would many traders in 
similar circumstances, nor yet countenance sub- 
contractors’ vehicles. Instead it offered in the first 
instance to register the names of all hauliers likely 
to be delivering in South Wales from time to time 


and to backload and pay them individually. 

As the denationalisation jigsaw began to fall 
into shape it was seen that this elementary scheme 
of traffic control could not satisfactorily meet all 
the demands made of it and it was, indeed, pro- 
voking some dissatisfaction among both South 
Wales and foreign-based hauliers. Those who 
regularly loaded from Abbey works complained, 
rather like the labourers in the vineyard before 
them, that casual contractors who came when it 
suited them received perhaps more than their due 
share of equality in treatment in loading and that 
turnround delays were being aggravated. Because 
of time taken in getting rid of their previous load 
and travelling to Port Talbot, few vehicles were 
able to report for loading before midday and con 
gestion therefore mounted in the afternoon 


Trunk Services 

Regular trunk services, operated by British Road 
Services, had been progressively introduced from 
1953 Onward to important centres in the Home 
Counties, the Midlands and the North West,. and 
now they were extended to independent operators 
also so that both sides of the industry should have 
a fair crack of the whip. Further measures have 
been the introduction of priority loading for trunk 
vehicles, and what is in effect a staggered hours 
campaign to encourage a wider spread of loading. 

The list of independent hauliers, which had 
grown to nearly 1,300 names was, after examina- 
tion of accounts, scaled about a year ago so as to 
produce three categories of contractor: List A (311 
names), those with vehicles which may be termed 
fully employed; List B (297 names), those with 
vehicles partially employed; and List C (679 
names), those irregularly employed. The numbers 
quoted are correct at a recent date and exclude nine 
contract hauliers who perform local services. 

Priority of loading is given to those hauliers on 
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This graph indicates the distribution of 
vehicle arrivals at Abbey Works for loading 
throughout each 24 hours 


Subject to this proviso, it can be said that 
B.R.S., which does not, of course, depend solely 
on its Bridgend fleet, takes just over 50 per cent 
of all traffic on these regular services, private enter- 
prise gets 25-30 per cent and Monmouthshire Trans- 
port the balance of perhaps 20 per cent. Almost 
exactly half the average daily dispatch of 2,600 
tons, in as Many as 200 vehicles, is handled in this 
fashion. Rates schedules have been agreed with 
both B.R.S. and the Road Haulage Association and 
the rate to any given destination is the same 
whether by trunk, intensive or tramp service 


B.R.S. Liaison Point 

B.R.S. has long had a liaison point in the 
works and employs two or three shunters to place 
vehicles. It does not work articulated units on 
steel services to any noticeable extent, nor, of 
course, is the whole of its share of the traffic carried 
on regular services, Private hauliers have been 
offered similar shunting facilities, on a communal 
basis but, sad to relate, do not seem interested in 
the proposition. This is a great pity since without 





Automatic 50,000-Ib. Sky Lift Giant trucks handle steel coil in the cold reduction mill; right, 
traffic control clerks process incoming and outgoing transport 


trunk services, which run to Bristol, Oxford and 
Luton in addition to the above-mentioned areas. 
Beyond this, it has been found advantageous to 
both the company and to some hauliers to mount 
what are termed “intensive” services to most of 
these places. These are in effect expedited work- 
ings run strictly to schedule, the vehicles returning 
empty to Port Talbot or backloading from point of 
delivery to the Steel Company of Wales for priority 
loading at prearranged times, which are usually out- 


better pre-planning at the loading point it is 
obvious that their vehicles cannot be expedited to 
the maximum extent. 

In another direction, the Steel Company is trying 
to flatten out the daily loading peak and its atten 
dant delays. Abbey works operates 19 shifts a 
week, i.e. is closed for dispatch only from midday 
Saturday to 6 a.m. Sunday. All regular hauliers 
have now been circulated with a graph which 
clearly depicts how arrivals build up between 





side the peak. This renders the intensive service a 
more attractive proposition to some hauliers even 
with the one-way loading. It may mean five loads 
of steel a week instead of two for him. Customers, 
too, benefit; it is perfectly feasible for them to 
nominate delivery at specified times, even during 
the small hours. On both classes of service discussed 
eight-wheelers of 15-17 tons capacity are used 
exclusively. 


Trunk Schedules 

Intensive working reaches its peak on the Mid- 
lands run; 36 of the 41 vehicles normally loaded 
in that direction come within this category, In- 
tensives also account for five of the eight vehicles 
scheduled for the Oxford run, five out of the 1o 
going to Luton and all the eight down for Bristol. 
The London area is served with 29 trunk vehicles 
daily in each direction and the North West with 
four daily. There are in all just roo vehicles on 
these daily schedules, made up of 54 on intensives 
and 46 on trunks, but whereas the first category 
represents the total of vehicles employed, the 
second shows only half of a two-way operation. 


gtavity—a wire rope anchorage is attached to the coil centre for transport; right, a strapped bundle 
Position on battens on the floor of another eight-wheeler 


Ir a.m. and6 p.m. The effect on turnround, and 
hence the moral, is clear. It also helps if hauliers 
give the requested 24 hours’ notice of arrival. The 
company can fairly claim that in these various ways 
it is going at least half-way towards meeting the 
problems of the hauliers. 


Loading Bays 

There are four loading bays in the cold reduction 
sheet mill with capacity for 25 vehicles and a 
similar number in the hot reduction mill capable of 
handling 12 vehicles. A further bay for special 
finished steels takes two, making a total potential 
of 39 vehicles. When the latest expansion pro- 
gramme is completed there will be an additional 
loading dock for coil. 

Bays are generally equipped with 25-ton over- 
head cranes and it takes about 30 min. to load and 
clear the bay with 17 tons of sheet. The company 
is in a position nearly always to offer a capacity 
load, but never overloads, since all vehicles are 
tared on arrival and weighed before departure. In 
other respects, too, it is a model transport user 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Facts About Meat Haulage Strike 





HE committee of investigation which the 
Minister of Labour appointed this week to 
inquire into the causes and circumstances 

of the unofficial strike of Smithfield meat haulage 
drivers, which began on April 19 and later spread 
to the London docks system, will produce evidence 
relating to the effect—or non-effect—of the 
30-m.p.h. speed limit relaxation for heavy goods 
vehicles which could have wider repercussions in 
the industry. The committee will have for chair 
man Professor D. T. Jack, Professor of Economics, 
University of Durham; the other members are Mr 
D. K. Rollit, a member of the British Employers 
Confederation and Mr. W. A 
secretary of the National Union of Printing 
binding and Paper Workers. It will sit at 
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10.30 





a.m. next Monday at Church House, Westminste1 
and will then decide whether its proceedings are 
to be private or public The strike began following 
the breakdown of negotiations between the unior 
and the employers, the Wholesale Meat and Provi 
sion Transport Association, on a 15 per cent pay 
claim arising out of the hi ar speed limit 





The W.M.P.T.A. had 
stressing that as more 


earlier issued a statement 
than 90 per cent of the 
1,700 men on strike are not affected by the 
change in the speed limit it seems clear that 
except for a small minority a claim in those terms 
had no basis at Ihe employers were being 
asked to pay the increase of 15 per cent for some 
1,500 drivers in respect f whom no case for an 
increase had been substantiated. The pay of these 
already higher than that obtained in 





drivers is 


the haulage industry generally and their total 
earnings frequently exceed {1,000 a year. “ Nego 


tiations on such an issue naturally made slow 


progress but as long ago as last October the 
employers agreed that no driver should suffer loss 
of earnings by reason of the increased speed limit 
No driver would be asked to travel at any higher 
speed until negotiations had been concluded,’’ 
said the statement. On Wednesday afternoon the 
Smithfield drivers voted to end their strike pro- 
vided the Tooley Street dockers, who came out 
in sympathy, were willing to go back. They ask 
for negotiations to be concluded within four weeks 
of a return and wanted an agreement to operate 
from the first Monday thereafter. 


Linking of Coast Destinations 

LWNKING of destinations served by excursions 

or tours primary licences held in the North 
Western area is covered by a letter from the 
Trafic Commissioners to operators concerned 
following their proposals, published in Notices and 
Proceedings last October, to vary area standard 
conditions of road service licences and backings 
Operators who wish to link separate excursions 
or tours destinations (i.e., to carry more pas- 
sengers to more than one destination such as 
Rhyl, Colwyn Bay and Llandudno) have until 
July 7 to notify the Commissioners. Evidence 
of past linking must be produced, with (if pos- 
sible) numbers of passengers to each destination. 
Extended tours using hotels are not affected. The 
Commissioners are not to control linking of catch- 
ment areas for the present, although specific cases 
may be dealt with on licence renewal. 


The letter notes that the Ministry of Transport 
in his decision in the Altrincham Coachways case 
(July, 1956) said that the possession of two or 
more licences gave the holder no inherent or pre- 
sumptive right to any so-called “ linking” of the 
services thus authorised; every attempt to amal- 
gamate services must be by obtaining a new 
licence or variation of existing licences. 


T.R.T.A. to Gather Ammunition 
JOLITICAL trends have stung the Traders Road 
Transport Association into action. Mr. F. D 
Fitz-Gerald, the national secretary, in announcing 
the decision to conduct a census of members’ 
fleets, reaction (to the Socialist 


says its first 


Metal Workers, has already caused stoppages at 
Herbert Lomas, Limited, ambulance ybuilder, 
of Wilmslow, near Manchester, at Plaxtons (Scar- 
borough), Limited, and H. V. Burlingham, 
Limited, Blackpool. N.E.A.V.B. policy so far has 
been to recommend that employers adhere to local 
custom and practice in the allocation of the work as 
between members of the two trade unions. Another 
conference topic is “the flagrant disregard of 
B.o.T. cellulose spraying regulations by certain 
small garages and back street motor repairers, 
working in opposition to bona fide motor body 
refinishers.’’ 


To Chancellor About Purchase Tax 


TT‘AKING the Chancellor of Exchequer at his 

word the National Road Transport Federation 
is to approach him on the subject of purchase tax 
on commercial vehicles. This decision follows a 
promise by the Chancellor on May 20 that he was 
always “ willing to hear representations from any 
industry on this kind of problem.’’ At that time 





Karrier 14-seat coach with Plaxton body used by a Heckmondwike operator; right, the 
Westcliff-on-Sea Motor Services fleet now includes five Bristol MW 34-seat E.C.W.-bodied 
coaches, unladen weight 7 tons, with Gardner 6HLW engines 


threat of restrictions) is that more information 
is wanted. ‘Only members can give it and their 
help is confidently anticipated.’’ The Ministry 
of Transport sample inquiry into goods vehicles 
will be useful but the T.R.T.A. feels that more 
comprehensive information would be invaluable 
to the Association. 


General Post with Special A-Vehicle 


“PAIS vehicle has been assigned by and 

deleted from licence GE.86151/2 in East 
Midland traffic area. The tractor portion has been 
reassigned to in the Metropolitan traffic area.’’ 
Notice in North Western area Applications and 
Decisions concerning an articulated vehicle author- 
ised under a special A-licence to a Hadfield, near 
Manchester, motor dealer. 


Inter-Union Dispute About Plastics 

[ )ISPUTES between trade unionists as to which 

class of craftsman should fit and fix plastics 
panels in motor vehicle bodybuilding are expected 
to be discussed at the annual conference of the 
National Employers’ Association of Vehicle 
Builders at Scarborough from June 23 to 26. This 
clash, on whether the work should be done by 
members of the National Union of Vehicle Builders, 
or by panel beaters in the National Union of Sheet 





he rejected demands for the removal or reduction 
of purchase tax on chassis of commercial vehicles. 
Before the Budget the N.R.T.F. sent a deputation 
to see Mr. J. E. S. Simon, the Financial Secretary 
to the Treasury. It was well received, and “ we 
thought we had made our point,’’ says Mr. S. C. 
Bond, N.R.T.F. chairman. 


Arbitration the Only Way 


Bot# the provincial bus strike last year and the 
London bus strike had shown how remarkably 
independent of public transport a large part of the 
population can be, said Mr. J. S. Wills, presiding 
at the annual general meeting of B.E.T. Omnibus 
Services, Limited, last week. An inadequate road 
system, the congestion caused by parked cars in 
busy streets, and the retention of obsolete speed 
restrictions for public service vehicles, had made it 
more difficult, he went on, to maintain regular and 
speedy services. The bus industry, which is still 
essential to the community, bears a burden of 
direct taxation on the fuel it uses at a rate higher 
than the tax on many luxuries. This, and the 
prospect of apparently unending increases in work 
ing costs, made further retraction of uneconomic 
services inevitable. 
On the question of wages, the future lay very 
much in the hands of the men and women in the 
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industry. He did not want to see a position develop 
in which there might be serious redundancy among 
their workpeople. He was, however, convinced 
(said Mr. Wills) that the great majority of men and 
women in the industry know when it was in their 
true interest to take extreme measures and when it 
was not, and he trusted that their union leaders 
would have regard to their true interests, too. A 
great deal of tact and patience in negotiation would 
be necessary. “I have been a member of the 
National Council for the Omnibus Industry since 
its formation in 1940 and have taken my turn as 
spokesman for the Empleyers’ Side and as chair- 
man of the Council, . . . It is so much more popular 
to demand on behalf of the many than to refuse on 
behalf of the few. Thé task of the Union repre- 
sentatives is to improve the lot of their members. 
The task of the employers is much harder and more 
complicated; they (no more selfishly interested 
than the trade union officials) have to look after 
their customers and their shareholders and—let 
there be no mistake about this—their employees 
In all these years I have never found, and I have 
never come across anyone else who has found, a 
satisfactory method of settling the right level of 
wages ibsolutely or relatively.’’ The near 
est approach was arbitration and was it not much 
more sensible for the disputants to select one or 
more men of brain and honest intent, to submit to 
them all the arguments and to abide by their 
whether it is liked or not, than to use 
forcible means Much damage was caused to the 
excellent relations in the bus industry by the 
unions’ decision last year to withdraw from the 
system of voluntary arbitration, which had been 
adopted by agreement over a period of 18 years 


P.S.V. Equipment Modifications 
I EQUIREMENTS as to portable equipment in 

public service vehicles are slightly modified 
in the consolidated P.S.V. (Equipment and Use) 
Regulations, 1958, issued last week to replace 
regulations dating back to 1941. The existing 
regulation preventing the carriage of dangerous 
substance unless safely packed has been extended 
to ensure that equipment such as fuel oil or gas 
heaters are properly constructed. The types of 
fire extinguishers to be carried are restated and 
revised and minor alterations are made in the 
general requirements and in the list of first-aid 
equipment. The new regulations take effect from 
July r. 


Suspension Follows Change of Base 


WHEN the Gateside Garage and Engineering 

Co., Limited, of Gateside, Fife, applied to 
the Scottish area Licensing Authority to change 
the base of four vehicles to Dundee, Mr. Alex 
Robertson granted the application. He added, 
however, that he was familiar with the changes 
that had taken place in Gateside Garage and 
Engineering, which is now associated with Allisons 
[Transport (Contracts), Limited, and said that 
there was no doubt that the base had been 
changed from Gateside to Dundee (about 25 miles 
away) two years ago without consent. To mark 
this irregularity he would suspend one vebicle 
for a period of one month. A heavier penalty 
was not called for since the traffic had to a large 
extent originated in Dundee for a number of years. 
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Bus and Coach Development 
J. and W. Shaw Brothers, Byers Green, Spennymoor, seeks a 
new service from Spennymoor to Middlestone Moor via Bridge 
Inn 








This great new 
7 tonner with its new 
luxury cab 


“ata new iow price 


NOW—a great new Austin B.M.C. 7 tonner. Massively 
built throughout. With the rugged load-pulling power 
of B.M.C.’s 5.1 litre diesel engine. With a brilliantly 
new cab, expressly designed to give the driver the 
greatest possible comfort and safety. And the price? 
Low. This new 7 tonner is available with 120”, 150” 
or 160” wheelbase. Your nearest Austin dealer will be 


glad to give you full details. 
PRICE : (chassis/cab) from £14162 plus £246.11.8 p.t. 


All Austins are warranted for 12 months and backed by 


B.M.C. Service - Britain's best service and parts organisation 


SPOT THESE ADVANTAGES —from the driver’s point of view 





nd 

Clean-line dashboard. Large central instru- 
ment panel. Controls neatly grouped below 
steering wheel. Air vents below windscreen. 
Lining in cab. 





All ways adjustable. The foam rubber 
cushioned driving seat is positioned for 
maximum comfort. And it is fully adjustable 
— up and down, forward and back. 





No blind here. Wide, deep wrap- 
around windscreen gives the driver uninter- 
rupted visibility with greatly increased safety. 
Note the twin wipers. 
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THE AUSTIN MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED + LONGBRIDGE - BIRMINGHAM 
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INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORT 
CONGRESS 





Proceedings in 


Dublin (Cont.)* 





Ce the discussion at the Dublin 
congress of the Institute of Transport on Sir 
Brian Robertson's paper on transport organ- 
isation, Lieutenant-Colonel F. Bustard thought that 
any board which might be set up should take the 
form of a development board and concern itself 
with future policy planning rather than actual 
matters of management. Mr. W. F. Quin felt that 
listening to some of the previous speakers it would 
have been imagined that there were no licensing 
systems for road passenger or freight services 
These had each their particular problem, that of 
the buses being the unremunerative rural services 
20 per cent of the routes operated by members 
of the Scottish Omnibuses group were totally 
unremunerative 
The hauliers were up against empty running and 





Institute of Lage oat members inspecting 
locomotive A36 ( 


no doubt as to the widespread need for co-ordina- 
tion. Fewer people were using the railways and 
more were using the roads. If there were no 
co-ordination then, within a short time, there 
would be few, if any, railways left in Ireland. 
Mr. A. G. Hall was doubtful whether Australia 
could support two major systems of transport. 
Reference to track costs had revived in his mind 
a thought as to how much better off the Australian 
railways would have been if they had had a small 
proportion of the enhanced land values which 
their construction had brought about. 


Buses and Fuel Tax 
Sir Reginald Wilson summed up the discussion 
and found that several of the points made by 
speakers had cancelled each other out, although he 





the cab of C.I.B. 1,200-h.p. diesel-electric 


etropolitan-Vickers with Metropolitan-Cammell mechanical parts) before 


departure of the Radio Train from Amiens Street, Dublin, for Killarney; right, Viscount 745 
on loan from Vickers to Aer Lingus seen on the Collinstown airport visit from the control tower 


there was no doubt that there, as with the buses, 
if the effective operating size of a unit was suffi- 
cient then they were better placed to face the 
uneconomic sides of their services. In some cases, 
of course, small hauliers co-operated among them- 
selves to obtain back loads. Municipal under 
takings had their own complications in the shape 
of the new housing schemes on the outskirts of 
their areas. There had been reference to trans- 
port boards and he thought there might be some 
case for the establishment of such a board for 
Central Scotland. 


Nationalisation Accepted in Ireland 

Describing himself as a still small voice from 
the Republic of Ireland, Mr. G. FitzGerald made 
the point that there was a general acceptance 
there of the existence of state entrepreneurs and 
nationalisation was not, in fact, a political issue 
since there were no socialists. When it came to 
bodies which were free of poli- 
tical influences and had a degree 
of control over transport he 
felt it appropriate to cite the 


Board which wielded consider- 
able powers over air transport 
from outside. In contrast a 
measure now being debated in the Dail left with 
the railways the decision as to whether branches 
should be abandoned. Mr. J. M. Birch wondered 
how far co-ordination really went and whether the 
1930 Act and those that followed were not in- 
tended to protect the railways. As a bus operator 
he had for 27 years been subject in applications 
to the traffic commissioners to objections from the 
railways which they were, of course, perfectly 
entitled to lodge. On the other hand they, unlike 
him, were not subject to fuel tax and could 


The photograph of the group at 
Inchicore reproduced last week 
United States Civil Aeronautics was by courtesy of “Irish 
independent” the Aer Lingus, British and 


felt bound to comment on one or two points. He 
was not at all convinced about the unfairness of 
fuel tax upon bus operators and hauliers and he 
doubted whether the amounts recovered went any- 
where near covering the road costs involved. Mr. 
Blee had asked who wanted more co-ordination 
and concluded that nobody did. This was, of 
course, quite a widely held view and Mr. Blee’s 
alternative might be summed up as horses for 
courses. 

There seemed to be general hostility to the 
entry of political considerations into the trans- 
port field and anent the references there had been 
to the establishment of boards he did feel bound 
to point out that large municipalities were inevit- 
ably highly organised pressure groups. Views on 
knowledge of the costs of transport varied. Several 
wanted an inquiry whereas others such as Mr. Blee 
felt that all was known. He was, however, sure 
that he could express the warm gratitude of all of 
them to Sir Brian Robertson for 
providing such a stimulating 
paper. 

Delegates and their ladies 
were entertained to luncheon by 


Irish Steam Packet Co., Limi- 

ted, British European Airways, 
and the British Transport Commission, when 
the general manager of Aer Lingus, Mr. J]. F 
Dempsey, presided. The afternoon visits com- 
prised one ‘to the Port of Dublin when the Port 
and Docks Board ingeniously lashed two tugs 
together to accommodate the party. The inspec- 
tion included the new dry dock. The other visit 
was to the St. James’s Brewery of Arthur 
Guinness, Son and Co., Limited, where the transport 
facilities were outlined for members in a special 
booklet. In the evening there was a reception and 





This view of Collinstown shows one of the three Lockheed Super Constellations chartered from 
Seaboard and Western Airlines and used by Aerlinte Eireann on a daily economy class service 
between Dublin and New York 


operate any service they chose without his being 
able to object in any way. The railways were, 
in fact, in a privileged position. (A bus operator 
cannot object to a new and competitive railway 
facility.) 


Who Calls for Co-ordination? 


Mr. D. Blee asked who wanted more co-ordina- 
tion. There were no indications that the users 
did, nor the providers, nor the employees. He 
was perturbed at the suggestion of another inquiry 
into costs. There had been inquiries galore and 
they knew quite as much as was needed for their 
purposes. The truth of the matter was that the 
nation could not afford to use 10 per cent of its 
total energy in transport nor could it allow the 
wasteful distribution of its capital investment. 
The railways could be made to pay but it would 
be by their own efforts by improved efficiency and 
by devoting themselves to moving the traffics for 
which they were best suited. 

Speaking as a user Mr. R. R. J. Plummer had 
found the shipping side of the industry far more 
cost conscious than the others and he thought 
there was a lesson to be learned. Mr. G. B. 
Howden said the Ulster Transport Authority had 





* First portion appeared June 14. 


dance at the Gresham Hotel when Sir Reginald 
Wilson and Lady Wilson and Commander A. J. 
O'Brien Twohig, chairman of the Irish section, and 
Mrs. O’Brien Twohig received the guests. 


Gratitude of the Congress 


After some very lively dancing and an Irish 
entertainment, the president intervened in the 
proceedings to read a formal resolution of 
appreciation to all those who had contributed to 
so successful a congress. These included the 
readers of the papers, the Lord Mayor and Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Dublin, the Minister for Industry 
and Commerce (Mr. Sean Lemass), the hosts at 
the two luncheons, Coras Iompair Eireann, which 
had provided transport for all the visits as well as 
city bus passes for those attending the congress, 
the hosts at these visits and especially the Irish 
section and its congress committee. Looking to 
the future, Irish Dunlop, Limited, was also 
thanked as the host at meals on the train to and 
from Killarney on the following day. Commander 
O’Brien Twohig said how glad the section had 
been to have the congress there. He agreed with 
a comment by the president that it was good to 
see sO Many younger members taking and 
he thanked especially the members of the Northern 
Ireland section for their help. . 
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B.U.T.-POWERED RAILBUS 
with UERDINGEN-SUSPENSION 


With their appointment as sole U.K. and Common- 
wealth licensees for the famous Uerdingen body 
suspension principles, B.U.T. introduce yet another 
phase in low-cost rail transport. 

The combination of B.U.T. power, transmission 
and control units with the patented body suspen- 
sion enables carriage builders to construct a truly 
lightweight 2-axle railbus with superlative riding 
qualities, even at the highest speeds. 

Such a railbus achieves a high degree of economy, 
and as a result, many hitherto unremunerative 
branch lines can now operate frequent and flexible 
services. 

Carriage and Wagon Builders are invited to apply 
for details to the sole licensees:— 


-it weighs 
tons less 
and earns 
pounds more 


BRITISH UNITED TRACTION LTD 


Designers & Constructors of Diesel Railcars, Trains & Units 
96 PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.1. Telephone: GROsvenor 7121 












































TWO-CYCLE DIESEL ENGINES 


AND 


FOUR-CYCLE SUPERCHARGED DIESEL ENGINES 


FOR 
RAIL TRACTION © 

_ Supplied as straight in-line or ‘V’ type 

units in powers from 250 b.h.p. to 2,000 b.h.p. 
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MIDLAND AND GREAT NORTHERN JOINT LINE 


A Nineteenth Century Competitive Railway to be Closed 


NNOUNCEMENT by the Eastern Area Board, 
with regret its intention to close the 
Midland and Great Northern Joint Line 

will throw the limelight on what is a railway relic 
of the last century. It was conceived and 0 
partly as a series of light railways in agricultur 

areas and partly as a competitive penetration son 
Midlands into East Anglia; it duplicated rail- 


+, 


Loe 

way facilities in the sparsely populated Fenlands 
around the Wash and in northern Norfolk. The 
only towns with more than 10,000 inhabitants 
Norwich, Yarmouth, King’s Lynn and Wisbech 
are all adequately served by what was the Great 
Eastern Railway and is now the Great Eastern Lins 
f the Eastern Region. The line, in which Eastern 


vi ithorpe, near 


begins at Edmondt I 
began at Little Bytham by a 
Midland Railway and at Peter 
junction with the Great Northern; 
Yarmouth and Cromer, compris- 
of route serving 65 stations and 
only in the 


Region interest n 
Mi whbr Ly, 
junction with 
ough by a 
ran to Norwich 


ing some 180 miles 


halts of which five are open summer 
Heavy Losses 

The line has been operated at a considerablk 

working loss for many years. The present proposal 

is to close the whole of the line except for the sec 


tion between Melton Constable and Cromer, which 
will be retained pending further examination. 

It is estimated that closure of the line will result 
in a net saving of at least {500,000 a year. Another 
{500,000 which would need to be spent on the line 
in the next five years on engineering work will also 
be saved. A railway staff of 1,500 will be affected, 


but redundancy arrangements discussed with the 
trade unions will avoid serious hardship or dis- 
location. 


Traffic 


The average number of passenger trains affected 
by the closure is about 140 a day (about 12 on 
Sundays) carrying an average of 40 to 50 passen- 
gers apiece. There is an average of about 80 freight 
trains a day and none on Sundays. 

The Midland and Great Northern originated as a 
number of small independent which 











BRIEF REVIEW OF 


Midland Railway, together with the Great Northern 
Railway, jointly worked the lines between Bourne 
and King’s Lynn. 

A few years later construction of lines com- 
menced in the northern part of Norfolk and these 
were opened : 


a Date of 
Section : Company opening 
Yarmouth to Ormesby Great Yarmouth and Aug. 7, 18 
Stalham Light Railway 
Ormesby to Hemsby May 16, 1878 
The Great Yarmouth and St alham Light Railway 
changed its name to the Yarmouth and North 


“sen inns 
vassamete ¢ FREMET Lame 


ITS DEVELOPMENT 


on April 5, 1883. By the same Act the Midland 
and Eastern Railway and the Peterborough, 
Wisbech and Sutton Bridge Railway were merged 
into the Eastern and Midlands system from July 
I, 1883. 

Construction of a branch to Cromer was then 
undertaken and opened between Melton Constable 


and Holt on October 1, 1884, and reached Cromer 
on June 16, 1887. The connecting link between 
South Lynn and Bawsey via Gayton Road was 


1886, thus allowing through 
and the 


opened on January 1, 
working without touching King’s Lynn, 


a ms omy Omen 


Rovite 


Weis mata) rem sea 





Lines of the former Midland and Great Northern Joint Railway to be closed in relation to 
other Eastern Region routes and bus services 


Norfolk Railway by Act of May 27, 1878, and 
continued its construction from point to point thus: 


Date of 
ning 


Company ope 
July 15. 1878 


Yarmouth and North 
Norfolk Railway 
Martham to Catfield : a os an. 17, 1880 
Catfield to Stalham uly 3, 1880 
Stalham to North Wal- 
sham * ‘0 - 


Section 
Hemsby to Martham 


June 13, 1881 






original section between Gaywood and Bawsey was 
abandoned. 

No further construction took place until the 
Midland and Great Northern Railway Joint Com 
mittee was incorporated by special Act of. June 9, 
1893, and took over from July 1, 1893, ownership 
of the Eastern and Midlands Railway. The finish 
ing touches were made in the same year when a 
short line avoiding Spalding was brought into use 


by the L.N.E.R. Subsequently they were assumed 
by the Eastern Region in 1948. 

“At its maximum the M. and G.N. owned 183 
miles 32 chains of route of which 109 miles 18 chains 
were single track. It was also interested in 22 miles 
22 chains (11 miles 66 chains single track) of the 
Norfolk and Suffolk Joint Railways, jointly owned 


with the Great Eastern Railway originally and 
from 1923 with the L.N.E.R. These lines, from 
North Walsham to Mundesley and Cromer, and 
from Yarmouth to Lowestoft, were opened between 
1898 and 1906 
Interesting Features 

One of the interesting aspects of the M. and G.N 
was the research and development put into rein 
forced concrete designs for items ranging from 
gradient posts to signal masts from 1909 onwards 
according to the patents of the late Mr. William 
Marriott, M.Inst.C.E., who fulfilled the offices of 


manager for a number of years, 


engineer and traffic 
Melton Constable and 


conducting one task from 
the other from King’s Lynn 

Another remarkable feature was the perpetua 
tion by the owning partners from 1893 to 1929 of 
the independent characteristics of the locomotive 
stock of the Eastern and Midlands Railway with 
a vellow livery, then changed to dark brown for 
the last seven years before the L.N.E.R. took over 
motive power manageme nt. Remarkable longevity 
was experienced by the 0-6-0 tank engines originally 
built for the Cornwall Minerals Railway in 1874 
and parts of which were used in reconstructions 
between 1898 and 1905. The Beyer Peacock outside 
cylinder 4-4-0 class of 1881 enjoyed a long and use- 
ful life and three 4-4-2 tanks with interchangeable 
cylinders and motion were built at Melton Con- 
stable in 1904 and 1909. The mainstay of the 
motive power became Midland type 4-4-0 engines 
built 1894 to 1899 to S. W. Johnson’s designs 
(some by Beyer, Peacock) and Great Northern 
0-6-0 tender enemas to an Ivatt design. 
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companies . 
gradually amalgamated Constresiion commenced ,, DUring the same decade the Lynn and Fakenham and at the same time a continuation was made with an eye to legal requirements in transport 
in the western section with the opening of the Railway was building eastwards from King’s Lynn (for goods in 1893 and passengers in 1894) from Every vehicle offered is scrutinised to see that it 
following lines ind progressed as follows: Dat Bourne to join the Midland Railway at Little has an appropriate carrier’s licence—in the absence 

a Paes Date of Section Comben pre Bytham Junction. Access was thus gained directly of a disc telephonic reassurance must be obtained 
Spalding ves Holbeach Warwtah ee ding Not ta ete ag Junction to a and Fakenham Aug. 16,1879 to Leicester and Nottingham via Edmondthorpe before loading commences and a record is kept of 
Railway M ~ yg Sales —— hag, ih, vite and Melton Mowbray. all such occurrences. Running schedules are 
Holbeach to Sutton ; ~ ham oF al ‘ checked to obviate as far as is known any breaches 
I — Sutton Bridee ee ae Jul t Fakenham to Guestwick = ef Jan. 19, 1882 Need for Economy of statutes relating to drivers’ hours. 
ee Writes Railway a thes —_ o a. mo puly 2 — rhe standing of the M. and G.N. Joint Line was A concluding reference should perhaps be made 
Spalding to Bourne Spald ing and Bourne Aug. 1, 1866 City oe - ” wld unchanged by the Railways Act of 1921, except to Monmouthshire Transport, whose C-licensed 
Peterborough to Sutton AN fisbech Aug. 1, 1866 : that its owning partners, the Great Northern and fleet now numbers some 50 eight-wheelers. One of 
Bridge and Sutton Bridee Amalgamation the Midland Railways, became merged into the its functions is clearance of the output of electrical 
Railway By Act of August 18, 1882, the Lynn and Faken- L.N.E.R. and L.M.S.R. respectively. The need steels from the Newport works, but, as already 
By Act of July 23, 1866, the Midland and ham Railway, the Yarmouth and North Norfolk for economy in operating what had gone on virtu- intimated, up to 30 vehicles are loaded from 
Eastern wiping was formed to take over the line Railway and the Yarmouth Union Railway amal- ally as an independent railway with its own loco- Abbey The fleet is regarded as an assurance 
from Bourne to King’s Lynn and exercise running gamated to form the Eastern and Midlands Rail- motives and rolling stock led to changes. Passen- against breakdown of transport supply at any 
powers to Pe terborough. The Midland Railway way which completed the system from Bourne and ger and goods traffic continued to be controlled point and to provide immediate transport if the 
had already secured the working of the Peter- Peterborough to Norwich and Yarmouth by open- from King’s Lynn until October 1, 1936, when need arises. Economical operation of these vehicles 
borough, Wisbech and Sutton Bridge line and the ing between Melton Constable and North Walsham working responsibilities of the line were taken over is secured from intensive working 
_—_ 7--F ' be Ui ss 0 ti * 9 5,2 ae 7e%* > a ae et a ae a | wi ee eae -* 
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Ist Class Sleeper Car 
one of 122 coaches 
comprising nine 
different types 
for 


Nigerian Railways 





THE 


COACHES FOR RAILWAY: 





MINEWA, 


Oe eas RSP 


Ora: eu’ 


ahi 





IN ‘AFRICA . tae 


Northern Region, 


i 


* "M60 00: 






Special Saloon 
for use of 
H.E. THE GOVERNOR 
Nigeria é* 













AY CA R Rly be we sa 


Smethwick 








~ atin 


Tae an nat RT Saale rn adi Tain Di ef 


eS ee 








T 
58 


1ed 


183 
ins 
iles 
the 
ned 
ind 
om 
ind 
pen 


ed 
of 
cal 
dy 
ym 
ice 
ny 
he 
les 








8! 


Vie: 








ie psn sat ate 








MODERN TRANSPORT 
JUNE 21, 1958 


COMMERCIAL 


VEHICLE TEST 





Dodge Forward-Control 6-Ton Diesel Lorry* 





OUTSTANDINGLY QUIET AND COMFORTABLE CAB 


ROM the driver's seat, the Perkins P6-engined 
Dodge 6-ton lorry is undoubtedly the quietest 
and most restful diesel-engined goods vehicle 

of its size we have ever handled and this and the 
high standards of visibility and convenience of the 
Dodge Forward Look cab combine to make this 
an exceptionally pleasant and safe vehicle to drive. 
Moreover, when it is ramembered how long ago it 
is that the Perkins P-series engines paved the way 
for the swing to diesel power in the lighter classes 
of commercial vehicle, it is remarkable how little 
in performance and economy the P6 gives away to 
direct- injection 
engines  intro- 
duced only = 
during the past | 
year or so. 
The new 
Dodge range of 
5-, 6- and 7-ton 
forward-control 
chassis was 
announced in 
March. It re- 
placed the 
earlier semi- 
forward -control 
chassis and now 
supplements the 
normal - control 
N range. As 
well as_ intro- 
ducing a hand- 
some new full 
forward-control 
cab with large 
one-piece wrap- 
round wind- 
screen, which is 
mounted on a 
box-section subframe attached to the chassis by 
four rubber bobbins, the new range incorporates 
a number of other important changes which have 
permitted increased gross weight ratings. In the 
case of the 6-ton chassis, this is now 22,000 lb. on 
8.25-20 12-ply (optional) tyres and 21,500 lb. 
when fitted with 7.50-20 12-ply (standard) equip- 
ment. At the higher rating, a licensing weight for 
the long-wheelbase chassis fitted with a works- 
built timber dropside body of about 3 tons 7 cwt. 
permits a generous 6-ton load after allowing for 
fuel, spare wheel and so on. 


— 









| 
| 
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Salient Features 


Briefly recapitulating the main features of the 
6-tonner, which was described in our issue of 
March 8, it is available in three wheelbase lengths 


TEST RESULTS 


TYRES 7.50- 20 12 PLY 


Drawings of the forward-control long-wheelbase Dodge 
6-ton chassis showing principal dimensions 


elliptic springs of the dual-rate type have half- 
wrapped eyes and are designed to have no camber 
at full load. Double-acting dampers all round and 
rear helper springs are optional extra fitments. 
Brakes on the six-tonner have moulded linings pro- 
viding a total of 368 sq. in. of lining area; they 
have two-leading-shoe drum equipment and are 
hydraulically operated with vacuum assistance by 
a tandem Hydrovac unit. A hydraulic steering 
servo for the high-efficiency cam-and-lever steering 
is available optionally. 

The designers of the new cab had the comfort 
and conveni- 
ence of the 
crew well in 
mind. The way 
in and out 
through doors 
of reasonable 
width is by 
means of three 

a? steps on each 
al side — a hub 
=a stepring, a stir- 
rup under the 
wheelarch and 
. a treadplate on 
as «the doors — 
assisted by 
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| 
i} A handgrips on 
2 ws = the _ rear quarter 
+_| and inner door 
~ | panel. Theseats 
aici. Be’ ideally 


shaped and 
padded and the 
driver’s seat is 
adjustable both 
for height and 
reach with wide 
enough range to suit most individual preferences. 
Instruments and dash controls are positioned 
centrally, with provision for built-in radio controls 
and flanking open cubby holes, and the flashing 
indicator and horn switches are on a radial arm 
beneath the spring-spoked steering wheel. Pedal 
and lever entries and the doors are rubber-sealed, 
as is the asbestos-insulated engine cowl, and ven- 
tilation is provided by two adjustable flaps on the 
front panel and swivelling quarter lights and full- 
drop winding windows in the doors, and there is 
provision for a fresh-air heater-demister unit. 
The vehicle tested was equipped with a number 
of the optional extras, including 8.25-20 12-ply 
tyres, the 1350-series Eaton two-speed axle, flash- 
ing indicators, front dampers and rear helper 
springs and a 35-gal. fuel tank in place of the 


AT A GLANCE 





Vehicle Details 

MAKER: Dodge Brothers (Britain), Limited, Kew, Surrey. 

Type: 3126AP 6-ton diesel dropside lorry. 

Enotne: Perkins P6 six-cylinder diesel; bore 34 in. (88:9 mm.), 
stroke 5 in. (127 mm.), capacity 288-6 cu. in. (4°73 litres); 
83 b.h.p. at 2,400 r.p.m., 201-5 Ib./ft. (28 kg./m.) torque 
at 1,400 r.p.m 

TRANSMISSION: Clutch, hydraulically operated single dryplate 
12 in, (304°3 mm.) dia.; gearbox, Dodge five-speed, constant 
mesh (except first and second), ratios 7°58, 4°38, 2°395, 
1478 and 1 to 1 forward, 7°51 to 1 reverse; driveshaft, 
balanced two-piece open tubular with needle roller bearing 


universals and rubber-mounted intermediate bearing; rear 
axle, Eaton two-speed spiral bevel series 1350, ratios 5°14 
and 7:15 to 1 (optional). Standard axle is single-speed spiral 


bevel with 614 to I ratio 

Brakes: Tandem Hydrovac-assisted hydraulic two-leading-shoe 
type; total lining area 368 sq. in. (2,374 sq. cm.) 

Tyres: 825-20 12-ply optional (7-50-20 12-ply standard) with 
twin rear 

WHEELBASE: 13 ft. 7 in. (4°14 mm.) 

WeicutT: Taxation weight of complete lorry in standard form 
3 tons 7 cwt. (3,404 kg.). In kerb trim as tested with two 
speed axle and other extras 3 tons 12} cwt. (3,683 kg.) 

Price: Chassis-cab £1,298; complete 17 ft. 6 in. dropside lorry 
in primer £1,403, plus £275 12s. 4d. purchase tax in Britain 
in each case. Two-speed axle £49 (£12 53. p.t.) extra. 





Test Results 

Route: Mopern TRANSPORT route in London suburbs and 
Kent and Surrey. 

Conpit10ons: Fine and rather warm. 

RUNNING WEIGHT: 9 tons 18 cwt (10,059 kg.) plus crew of two 

PaYLoAD: 6 tons 54 cwt. (6,376 kg.) 

Furst Consumption: (a) over 15-mile standard route 14-1 m.p.g 
(5 km. /litre) at 27-3 m.p.h, (43:7 k.p.h.); (6) on more open 
8-mile route 16:8 m.p.g. (6 km. /litre) at 33 m.p.h. (53 k ph) 

Gross TON/M.P.G.: (a) 141-7 (51 tonnés/km./ litre); (b) 168-8 
60-7 tonnes /km. / litre) 

PayYLoaD TON/M.P.G.: (a) 88°5 (31°8 tonnes/kg. /litre) 
(38 tonnes/kg. /litre 

MAXIMUM GRADIENT CLIMBED: 1 in 4} (23°5 per cent) 

TURNING Crrcie: Wheeltrack 54 ft. (16-5 m.), sweep 57 ft. 6 in 
(17-5 m.) 

ACCELERATION 
Averages of four runs, two 
low axle ratio): 

0-20 m.p.h. 14°6 sec 
0-30 m.p.h. 37°3 sec 
Direct drive (low axle ratio 
10-20 m.p.h. 14°5 sec 
10-30 m.p.h. 34 sex 

BraKING: Average of several measured stops from 30 m.p.h. on 
dry tarmac 48 ft. 6 in., equivalent to 20 ft. per sec. per sec. 
or 0°62 g. average retardation. Tapley meter recorded 78-86 
per cent. Handbrake only, from 20 m.p.h. recorded 30 per 
cent 

Estrmatep Top Sprep: 50 m.p.h. (80 k.p.h.) 

OVERALL Furi CONSUMPTION: For 89 miles of hard driving 
including 25 miles of London suburbs, numerous stops in 
acceleration, braking and climbing tests 11-9 m.p.g. (420 
km. per 100 litres) 


(b) 1055 


in each direction through gears 





of 9 ft. 54 in., 11 ft. 84 in. and 13 ft. 7 in. The 
short-wheelbase chassis is designed for tipping 
bodywork and also as an articulated tractor; it has 
a maximum combined weight rating of 29,000 lb. 
with a semi-trailer. Three different engines are 
also available, namely the Dodge six-cylinder 
250.6 cu. in. (4.11 litres) petrol unit of 116 b.h.p. 
at 3,600 r.p.m., the 288.6 cu. in, (4.73 litres) 
Perkins P6 diesel of 83 b.h.p. at 2,400 r.p.m, or 
the Mark II 340 cu. in. (5.56 litres) R6 diesel set 
to give 104 b.h.p. at 2,500 r.p.m. Transmission is 
through a hydraulically operated single dryplate 
clutch, unit-mounted five-speed constant-mesh 
(except first and second gears) gearbox, balanced 


17-gal. standard item, bringing the tare in kerb 
trim to 3 tons 124 cwt. With a running weight 
without crew of 9 tons 18 cwt., this represented 
a payload of 6 tons 54 cwt. Evenly distributed 
over the 17 ft. 6in. long dropside body floor, a 
weighbridge check revealed ideal weight distribu- 
tion with exactly one-third of the weight—3 tons 
6 cwt.—over the front axle, the first time in our 
series of tests that we have ever recorded weight 
distribution correct exactly to the pound, 


Favourable Impressions 


The test started at the Kew works of Dodge 
Brothers (Britain), Limited, and the first im- 





Front and rear views of the new 6-tonner, which was tested at gross weight with crew of 10 tons 


open tubular propeller shaft and spiral bevel back 
axle with a final-drive ratio to suit the selected 
engine characteristics and type of operation. A 
two-speed axle with vacuum gearchange mechan- 
ism is available optionally. 

To provide a chassis frame with a wide margin 
of safety, the 8% in. by 3 in. by } in. channel- 
section sidemembers are braced by seven (on |.w.b. 
chassis) top-hat-section crossmembers, the ends of 
which are divided vertically and extended hori- 
zontally to form gusset plates at the points of 
junction with the sidemembers. At points of 
maximum stress, the crossmembers are totally 
enclosed. Spring hanger brackets are attached to 
the frame by high-tensile steel bolts and semi- 





* No. 447 in the Mopern Transport series of road tests. 


pressions on gaining the driving seat were of the 
commanding view all round and the convenient 
layout of the controls, the greater cab width and 
cranked gear lever having overcome that impression 
when reaching for the lever on many earlier 
forward-control vehicles of trying to scratch one’s 
back. But most of all, once under way and head- 
ing for our standard test route, we were impressed 
by the quite exceptional freedom from noise and 
vibration in the cab under all conditions of driving. 
This is a proof of the effectiveness of the sound 
insulation and of the Dodge system of engine 
mounting, which caters for both torsional oscilla- 
tion and torque reaction. This, coupled with 
hydraulic operation of the clutch, also provided a 


(Continued on page 12) 





British made 
—now in 
production 








This 
illustration 
shows size 
variation be- 
tween Thorn 
Pygmy and a 
comparable 
AWN Connector 


THORN PYGMY CONNECTOR— 
MINIATURISED BUT ELECTRICALLY y 
THE EQUIVALENT OF STANDARD A N CONNECTORS 


Designers will appreciate the great importance of the announcement that Thorn 
Pygmy Connectors are now produced in this country. The Thorn A N series of 
Connectors are already well-known in the Aircraft and Automotive Industries, and 
the recently introduced range of Thorn Pygmy Connéctors enables more to be 
accommodated where space limitation is a main consideration without impairing 
performance. 


Thor ~ Send for full particulars of the Thorn Pygmy and AWN connectors ranges to: 


__” AIRCRAFT COMPONENTS AND CONNECTOR DIVISION 
THORN ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES LIMITED Great Cambridge Rd. Enfield Middlesex Tel.: ENField $353 
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: Shell Rotella Multigrade Oils 


FOR INCREASED OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY 


From the same range as the world-famous 
Shell Rotella Oils now comes Shell Rotella Multigrade, 
an entirely new type of oil for commercial vehicles. 


Shell Rotella Multigrade gives these added advantages over other oils 


{im FUEL SAVING 


Extensive bench and field tests showed that Shell Rotella 
Multigrade gives a worthwhile saving on fuel. This economy was most 
marked on stop/start work and short haul transport. 


ee REDUCES ENGINE WEAR 


Shell Rotella Multigrade flows freely the moment the 
engine starts and gives immediate engine protection. When the engine is 
running Shell Rotella Multigrade combats corrosion and abrasive wear. 


= PROLONGS BATTERY LIFE 
Because Shell Rotella Multigrade makes starting easier it saves wear on batteries. 
ELIMINATES SEASONAL OIL CHANGES 


Shell Rotella Multigrade has an extended viscosity 
range and gives perfect lubrication summer and winter. 


SPECIAL BONUS FOR MIXED 
—f- FLEET OPERATORS 


Shell Rotella Multigrade is ideal for both petrol and diesel engines. This 
means mixed fleet operators need only buy one oil for all their vehicles. 


THERE ARE TWO SHELL ROTELLA MULTIGRADE OILS 


Shell Rotella T oil Multigrade 10W/30—for engines that need 
“Supplement 1” lubricating oils. Shell Rotella oil Multigrade 10W/30— 
for engines that do not need such a high additive level oil. 


Shell Rotella Multigrade Oils 


LEADERSHIP IN LUBRICATION 
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Accuracy of steelwork has 
helped to make Cleveland’s 
reputation. A 2” shaft may 
be required to be consistent 


in diameter to one part in 
n erance one thousand ; a 60ft. girder 
to 1/32" length. It is in the 
consistent maintenance of 
required tolerances that 
Cleveland excel. Bridges are 
trial erected in our yards, so 
that when they finally reach 
their destination there may 
be no doubt of their being 
correct. 


CLEVELAND 
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WE ARE BUILDERS OF 
BRIDGES - POWER STATIONS - WORKSHOPS - TUNNELS 


HANGARS » DRAINAGE SCHEMES - CRANES - PYLONS 
LANDING STAGES - DOCK GATES - DEEP FOUNDATIONS 


Our services are always available 
in design, in detailing and in the 
construction of all types of structures. 
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NEWS FROM ALL QUARTERS 





Italian Electrification 
Expenditure of 40,000 million lire on the electri- 
fication of a further 575 track-km. of the Italian 
State Railways has been Government approved. Of 
this 325 km. is double and 250 single track. 
—eO<— 


L.M.R. Stations Closing 

The London Midland Region has announced the 
closure to passenger service of the following lines 
and stations from July 7: Manchester Central— 
Guide Bridge (via Fallowfield); Radcliffe Bridge 
(near Bury); Glazebury (near Leigh); Portsmouth 
(near Burnley); Rimington (between Chatburn and 
Hellifield); and Welton (near Rugby). 

<—e<— 


Colliery to Dispatch by Road 

Plans have been completed for a changeover from 
rail to road haulage in August next year at Middle 
ton Culliery, near Leeds, said Mr. Harold Saul 
No. 8 Area general manager, National Coal Board 
on June 7. He was speaking at the celebrations 
the 2ooth anniversary of the railway linking th¢ 
colliery and Hunslet, which is acknowledged as the 
world’s oldest commercial railway line. (Articles 
commemorating its bicentenary appeared in our 
May 24 and June 14 issues.) The line will be closed 
when the change to road haulage is made. 

<—<O<— 

Traders See Modern Railway Handling 

Examples of the latest special-purpose British 
Railways freight wagons were shown to Yorkshire 
traders at a one-day exhibition in Sheffield on 
Wednesday. They included: 24}-ton coal hopper; 
air slide cement van; 27-ton ore tippler wagon; 
transformer wagon; international ferry wagon; 
pallbrick (palletised brick) wagon; bulk grain 
wagon; SHOC wagon; pallet van; fish van; mobile 
crane and magnet; and small wheeled containers. 
Handling demonstrations were staged and there 
was a continuous film show. Diesel, diesel-electric 
locomotives and certain types of passenger rolling 
stock were also exhibited, 

<—O<— 

Unloading Bays in L.C.C. Area 

New parking accommodation standards are an- 
nounced by the town planning committee of the 
London County Council. Plans for large shops and 
stores in central areas will have to include provision 
for car parking facilities in the ratio of one car for 
every 2,500 sq. ft. of gross floor space. In district 
and local shopping centres, however, public car 
parks would be used. Small shops will not normally 
be expected to provide their own parking facilities. 
For commercial buildings, special requirements 
governing the loading and unloading of lorries arv 
laid down. These provide for one lorry space of 
500 sq. ft. for every 5,000 sq. ft. of gross floor 
space, with a minimum requirement of one space, 
and a maximum requirement of 75 per cent of the 
site area. To permit maximum freedom of internal 
design, this single standard covers loading, unload 
ing and waiting space, and no additional loading or 
unloading space is required. All these standards 
will be reviewed within the next three years “ in 
the light of experience” and developers may in 
exceptional circumstances secure relief from the 
full requirements. 


+ 


Transport Tribunal Report 

The annual report of the Transport Tribunal for 
1957 has now been presented to the Minister of 
Transport. It is a record of the proceedings of the 
Tribunal during that year and contains nothing of 
moment which has not already become known to 
interested parties 

<—<@<— 

G.N.R. Winding-Up Bills 

Bills have now been introduced into both legis- 
latures in Ireland to provide for the winding up 
of the Great Northern Railway Board next Sep 
tember and for the transfer of the assets to the 
Ulster Transport Authority and Coras Iompair 
Eireann, the latter taking bus and freight ser 
vices. The Eire Bill makes provision for subsidies 
of {175,000 to C.I.E. to cover operating losses 
on G.N.R. lines, but its capital liabilities are 
being assumed by the Government 

<x @ >< 

Iron Ore Jetty on Pembroke Coast 

Planning permission for th establishment of an 
ron ore stocking ground near Chapel Bay, on the 
Angle Peninsula, Pembrokeshire, South Wales, has 
been granted by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and Minister for Welsh Affairs. This 
envisages ships of up to r00,o00 tons deadweight 
off-loading the ore, which will later be shipped in 
smaller vessels to South Wales steel ports Pro- 
posals for a jetty and other seaward installations 
are the subject of a private Bill now before 
Parliament. 


1 


<— @<—* 


Durham Road Bottleneck To Go 

The Minister of Transport has authorised the 
construction of a £200,000 diversion on the East 
of Snaith—Sunderland Trunk Road to the south 
of Ryhope in the County of Durham. Work will 
start shortly. The diversion will be 1,000 yd. long 
and will include a new bridge under the Sunderland 
and Hartlepools railway branch. Two 24-ft. 
carriageways and a 6-ft. footpath will be provided 
along the greater part of the new road, which is 
planned to fit in with future by-passes of Ryhope 
to the north and New Seaham to the south. The 
purpose of the diversion is to replace an existing 
section of trunk road, which is very dangerous 
because of a narrow railway bridge with completely 
blind approaches. 

<— @o<—™ 

Punctuality Shield 

Last week Mr. David Blee, general manager of 
the London Midland Region, met representatives of 
the staff from all parts of the region to show them 
the British Railways shield in the inter-regional 
competition for the greatest improvement in ex- 
press passenger-train time keeping and to con 
gratulate all the staff (through the representatives 
present) on the achievement in winning it for a 
second successive year. Lord Rusholme, chairman 
of the London Midland Area Board, also expressed 
his appreciation. The London Midland gained the 
shield by showing an overall improvement of 22.32 
per cent in passenger-train time keeping, despite 
the considerable track work which is going on in 
connection with the electrification of the main line; 
go per cent of the trains arrive on time or not more 
than 5 min. late in favourable conditions. 








Firestone 
All-lraction 





DUAL PURPOSE ON-AND- 


OFF-THE-ROAD 4) CONTINUOUS CENTRE RIBS 
Assure safe, positive stopping power and longer 
even wear. New tapered grooves in tread 


Combines long, smooth wear on metalled 
surfaces with extra traction and pulling power 


on unmade roads. reduce stone trapping. 


©) INCREASED DEPTH OF TREAD © _TENSION-DRIED GUM-DIPPED CORD 
Prevents tyre growth, tread cracking, separation 
and provides a stronger bonding between cords. 


New, long-wearing, cut-resisting tread rubber 
gives longer non-skid mileage. 


is saving TRUCK OPERATORS money 


Here's why - 3) TOUGH RUGGED TRACTION BARS 


Give added stability on the road, dig in and 
take hold for extra traction off the road. 
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Fi re $to 11@ ALL-TRACTION TRUCK TYRES Give BETTER PERFORMANCE and CUT 
COSTS for on-and-off-the-road hauling, on farms, quarries and other places where dual-purpose tyres are needed. 
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COMMERCIAL AVIATION 
Possible Helicopter Airport Link 


NIGERIAN AIRLINE PROPOSED 


bane prospect of a B.E.A. helicopter service 
linking the newly opened Gatwick Airport— 
and later, perhaps, Southend—with London 
Airport is outlined by Lord Douglas of Kirtleside, 
chairman of B.E.A., in the current edition of the 
B.E.A. Magazine. Lord Douglas wrote that as 
traffic grew and congestion at London Airport 
increased, it would be necessary to operate some 
international services out of Gatwick. This would 
create an inter-airport traffic problem and ways 
would have to be found of moving passengers 
quickly when they arrived at one and wanted to 
continue their journey from the other. Surface 
transport between London Airport and Gatwick 
was neither convenient nor rapid and B.E.A. had 
therefore applied for and been granted rights by 
the Air Transport Advisory Council to operate 
between the two airports and, ultimately, to 
Southend, which in time seemed likely to become 
London's third airport. If special direct routeings 
between the airports clear of the normal traffic 
patterns, which would be essential for these ser- 
vices, proved impractical with fixed-wing aircraft, 
there seemed to be good prospects that helicopters 
could ultimately do a useful job in this sphere. 





B.O.A.C. Algiers and Barcelona Stops 
Technical calls at Algiers and Barcelona have 
been reintroduced on B.O.A.C.’s routes to West 
Africa. Four services a week in each direction 
call at Barcelona and one service a week in each 
direction calls at Algiers. 


Alitalia New Service 

Alitalia announces a new tourist-class service 
from Paris to Turin and Rome. With immediate 
effect there is a Viscount service (two-by-two seat- 
ing) to and from Turin and Rome on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Sundays, with easy and frequent 
connections in Paris, leaving Orly at 15.10 south- 
bound and Rome at 10.00 (Turin § 12.15) 
northbound. 


Electra Deliveries This Year 

According to present manufacturing schedules, 
14 Lockheed Electras will be delivered to airlines 
this year. Eastern Airlines will receive the first 
of an order for 40 in September and will be the 
first of 15 airlines to take delivery of America’s 
first turbine-powered air liner after certification, 
the date of which has now been advanced to 
August 22. By the end of the year, Eastern will 
have 12 in operation. 


American Jet Service Date Advanced 

The introduction of domestic passenger jet 
services by American Airlines is ahead of schedule 
and the company now plans to inaugurate service 
with 600-m.p.h. Boeing 707 air liners before the 
end of the year—a full six months ahead of its 
originally announced date. The first American 
Airlines service, which will also be the first turbo- 
jet passenger service in the United States, will 
be a nonstop service between New York and 
California. 


Agricultural Aviation Centre 

The European Agricultural Aviation Centre, 
founded upon decision at a meeting of expérts held 
at Brussels on May 9, 1958, under the auspices of 
the Organisation for + ane ay Economic Co- 
operation, will be established at The Hague and 
a Netherlands aviation expert will be appointed 
as its manager. The centre will exchange data 
with the member countries concerning agricultural 
aviation in Europe and elsewhere, for the benefit 
of chemical industries, aircraft factories, research 
institutions, aviation companies and so on. Advice 
on the development of agricultural aviation will 
be given on request. The countries that have 
joined the centre up to now are the United 
Kingdom, France, Denmark, Italy, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Sweden. 


Improved Payload for Viscount V810 

Vickers-Armstrongs (Aircraft), Limited, has an 
nounced an additional 2,000 lb. of payload for 
the V8r1o-840 series aircraft, achieved by increas- 
ing the zero fuel weight by 2,000 lb. to 57,500 Ib. 
Take-off and landing weights remain the same. 
This substantial increase in payload will be built 
into all new V810s—including the ones just ordered 
by Ansett—ANA. It can also be obtained for 
810-series aircraft whose fuselages are already con- 
structed, by a strengthening of part of the fuse- 
lage. This can be done if required by airlines 
themselves but several purchasers have already 
asked for the improvement to be incorporated 
before delivery. he increases will enable the 
V81o0 to carry more freight and to increase pas- 
senger accommodation up to 75 in economy-class 
configuration. 


London Talks on Nigerian Airline 

Preliminary talks have been held in London 
between Chief Samuel Akintola, Nigerian Minister 
of Communications and Aviation, and officials of 
B.O.A.C. on the formation of a Nigerian airline 
to replace West African Airways Corporation, 
which was formed by Order in Council in 1946 
under joint ownership of Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone and Gambia and will cease to exist in its 
present form on September 30. It is proposed to 
set up a new private company to start operations 
on October 1 in which the Nigerian Government 
would have a majority shareholding and B.O.A.C. 
and possibly a large British commercial concern 
minority shareholdings. Ghana has already an- 
nounced its intention of having its own airline and 
negotiations between the Ghana Government and 
B.O.A.C, on the formation of Ghana Airways are 
nearing conclusion. 


1.A.T.A. Clearing Turnover Increases 

A 25-per cent increase in the clearing of inter- 
national airline business through the I.A.T.A. 
Clearing House in London is reported for the first 
quarter of this year over that of 1957 by the 
International Air Transport Association. Total 
turnover for the period amounted to $158,949,000 
(£56,468,000) compared with  $126,854,000 
(£45,373,000) for the first quarter of last year. 
Offsetting of credit against debit accounts elimin- 
ated the necessity for cash payment of 89.6 per 
cent of all transactions through the clearing house 
during the quarter; in two cases, the offset on 
individual member’s monthly clearances exceeded 
99 per cent. Interclearances with the Airlines 
Clearing House, Inc., in the United States totalled 
$6,466,191, up 20 per cent over the 1957 first 
quarter total of $5,402,830. The offset ratio with 
A.C.H. was 94.9 per cent for the quarter. 


HONOUR FOR VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURER 





Mr. W. R. BLACK, J.P. 


Among the honours to be conferred by H.M. the Queen to mark the 
celebration of her birthday is that of a knighthood upon Mr. William 
Rushton Black, J.P., managing director of the A.C.V. Group, for public 
services. This honour to Bill Black crowns a long and distinguished 
career which started when he was apprenticed at the Barrow Works of 
Vickers, Limited, in 1908, and it will afford great pleasure to his wide 
circle of friends. In 1920, he was transferred to the Vickers head office 
in London as a technical officer, an appointment which he held until 
his promotion to works manager of the Vickers factory at Crayford. 
This company had then become involved in bodybuilding and Mr. 
Black devoted his attentions to perfecting factory methods to improve 
body production. In 1928 he transferred to Weymanns Motor Bodies, 
Limited, as general manager. In 1934, he joined Park Royal Coach 
Works, Limited (now Park Royal Vehicles, Limited) as director and 
general manager and in 1939 he was appointed managing director of 
that concern, a position he held with distinction until his appointment 
as manages director of the A.C.V. Group in 1957. When Associated 
Commercial Vehicles, Limited, acquired control of Park Royal in 1949, 
Mr. Black joined the board of the parent company, additionally becoming 
chairman of the sales company, A.C.V. Sales, Limited, in 1952. For three 
years he was president of the National Federation of Vehicle Trades and 
was chairman of the Bodybuilders’ Section of the Society of Motor Manu- 
facturers and Traders for 12 years. A highlight in Mr. Black’s career 
came in 1953 when he was made president of the S.M.M. and T., before 
which he was hon. treasurer for five years. He was one of the founder council 
members of the Motor Industry Research Association and is a member 
of the National Advisory Council for the Motor Industry. He is also 
chairman of the British Manufacturers’ Section of the S.M.M. and T. 
He is a Freeman of the City of London and a Liveryman of the Worship- 
ful Company of Coachmakers and Coach Harness Makers. Other 
directorships include those of Charles Roe, Limited, Birfield Industries, 
Limited, and British United Traction, Limited. During 1954 when a 
group of top level industrialists were approached by the Government 
to advise on British industry taking over installations in the de- 
militarised Suez Canal Zone, Mr. Black was called in and as a result 
of these talks, Suez Contractors, Limited, was set up. Mr. Black 
became a director of this concern and chairman of the vehicles group, 
Suez Contractors (Vehicles), Limited. His appointment in July, 1957, 
as chairman of the National Research and Development Corporation 
was a pleasing recognition both of his abilities and of the important 
part he has played in industry over a long period of years. 


IN PARLIAMENT 
A Smaller Covent Garden Market 
SOUTH WALES PORTS 


OVERNMENT intentions concerning horticul- 
tural markets in the Greater London area 
were announced by Mr. J. Hare, the Minis- 

ter of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. The 
Government accept the view contained in the 
report of the Runciman Committee that the market 
at Covent Garden should not be moved, but should 
be greatly improved, in the interests of efficiency, 
smoother traffic flow, reduction of fire risk and the 
proper development of the neighbourhood. It was 
proposed to bring in legislation providing for a 
statutory Covent Garden Market Authority, but it 
was not yet possible to say when this will be intro- 
duced The Authority would first concentrate 
marketing in a smaller area by acquiring some of 
the land and premises at present in market use; 
ultimately, it would provide and maintain up-to- 
date market buildings in the area. These radical 


changes would require a review of the original 
charter 

The first step, in order to concentrate Covent 
Garden market and to reduce trafhc congestion 


should be the provision elsewhere of storage 
premises. This new accommodation would then 
be available to take the bulk produce not required 
by retailers using the market and for empty con 
tainers at present stored there. Also accepted was 
the recommendation that Stratford and Brentford 
markets should be developed and expanded and 
this programme would make unnecessary the pro 
posal for an additional market. The L.C.C. as 
planning authority would prepare a plan for re 
development of the whole Covent Garden area. 

A London Markets Authority (proposed in the 
report) would be unnecessary. Removal of the huge 
area of stored empties in Covent Garden would 
reduce the fire risk which worried the L.C.C. and 
the market would tend to become more and more a 
sampling market. Already a great deal of foreign 
fruit and our domestic apples were sold on sample. 
The whole tendency was to improve the packing 
and grading of horticultural produce and he be 
lieved that more would be sold on sample in future 
than was the case now. 


Minister Defends Himself on Bus Strike 

Answering questions after he had made a state- 
ment on the London bus strike in the House of 
Commons, the Minister of Labour, Mr. Ian 
MacLeop, said that he could not agree that the 
differences between the two sides were narrow; they 
were still very serious indeed. He defended his own 
part in endeavouring to settle the dispute by saying 
that he and his officers had tried, by bringing the 
parties together in the one instance and by meeting 
the T.U.C. in another and by being closely con- 
cerned with other meetings, even if not physically 
present, to do what he could to bring the sides 
together towards an honourable settlement. He 
believed that an honourable settlement, in the 
interests of all those in the transport industry and 
all those who used transport, eau be achieved on 
something like the principles put forward by the 
Prime Minister to the leaders of the T.U.C. 


South Wales Ports 


Mr. G. Tuomas asked the Minister of Transport 
what recent consideration he had given to the 
recommendations of the Industrial Association for 
Wales and Monmouthshire in January, 1955, that 
he should ask the British Transport Commission to 
undertake an urgent and exhaustive review of the 
level and content of rates for port traffics, “ with 
special reference to the anomalous position of the 
South Wales ports.’’ Mr. H. Watkinson told him 
that the Commission had given most careful con 
sideration to these recommendations. British Rail 
ways, with its new charges scheme, was prepared 
to receive sympathetically any request from traders 
for an economic rate for goods regularly shipped 
through South Wales ports. 

Mr. H. R. Gower: Does the Minister recall that 
three years ago Sir Brian Robertson said in a speech 
at Cardiff that at an early date he was certain the 
ports of South Wales would be placed on what he 
describ-d as an equal footing with other ports in 
the British Isles? 


meet. ee —— 


G.V. LICENSING REPORTS 


Enforcement Stepped Up Sharply 


UMMARIES of the annual reports of the 
Licensing Authorities for Goods Vehicles 
(H.M.S.O., price 3s.) covering the year 

ended September 30, 1956, have been published— 
more belatedly than usual due, it appears, to the 
Suez crisis and attendant fuel rationing labours 
The authorities report in general that the num 
bers of new applications for A- and B-licences 
remained fairly constant, applications for C- 
licences resulted in a net increase of 54,025 
vehicles authorised by the end of 1956. It is 
complained, however, that a high proportion of 
C-licences—in some areas amounting to 20-30 per 
cent of all vehicles—was not renewed and it is 
known that many of these vehicles had been 
disposed of during the vehicle currency without 
notification to the licensing authority. New 
applications for A-contract vehicles resulted in 
the total of authorised vehicles rising from 18,860 
to 22.237. There was a falling-off of vehicles 
authorised under C-licensing allowances (why are 
no figures quoted under this heading?). 


One in Three Drivers’ Logs False 

The number of convictions for offences relating 
to drivers’ hours and the keeping of drivers’ 
records increased by approximately 91.4 per cent 
and 69.1 per cent respectively during the year 
and there was an increase of “ approximately ” 
21.5 per cent in convictions for using vehicles 
without carriers’ licences. Traffic checks sug- 
gested that 35-40 per cent of all drivers’ records 
are incorrect or falsified. Additional enforcement 
staff was recruited during the year, but it is prob- 
able that the 1956-57 report, when it becomes avail- 
able, will show a decline in enforcement work, due 
again to the Suez crisis, when this staff had to be 
diverted to fuel rationing duties. 

Under the heading “ general comments” it is 
recorded that there was evidence of a marked 
increase in the movement of coal by road over 
considerable distances from Midland pitheads to 
gas and electricity undertakings and industrial 
plants and some increased facilities were granted 
during the year. The Metropolitan area has 
similarly noticed that there has been an increase 
in tank vehicles arising out of the conversion of 
premises from coal to oil burning. 








Top Value in Tough 7-Ton Diesels 
Chassis from £1,152 plus £270.4.1 P.T. 
16 ft. dropside truck (as illustrated) 
£1,358 plus £274.3.4 p.1. 
All with Bedford’s own diesel and Bedford 
two-speed rear axle. 


Bedford 2-Speed Rear Axle 
Built by Bedford for Bedfords. 
Rating 17,000 Ibs. Long life 
hypoid pinion. Push button 
simplicity for smooth axle 
shifting. 


...with Bedford's own diesel 


pay you extra dividends every mile 


Tubeless Tyre Option 
8.25—20, 12-ply tyres. 
G.V.W. 10 tons 54 cwt. 
Tubeless tyres optional at 
no extra cost with heavy 
duty single-piece wheels. 


Big Hydraulic Brakes Plus Vacuum-Servo 
Lining area 498.5 sq. in. plus vacuum servo- 
assistance, plus the special Bedford tandem 
hydraulic master cylinder for extra safety. 
New moulded brake linings with remarkable 
anti-fade characteristics. 
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Extra Rugged Frame 
9.9 inches deep. High section 
modulus to withstand heavy 
impact loads. Cold squeeze 
riveted for long life. 


16 ft. dropside body 
mounted on a rugged 
7-ton chassis equipped 
throughout for a long, 
hardworking 


Bedford’s Own Diesel 
6-cylinder, direct injection 
diesel, develops 97 B.H.P. Many 
long life features plus outstanding fuel 
economy. 


The new Bedford 7-tonners offer top engineering value with 
rock bottom economy. They are powered by the Bedford 
6-cylinder diesel with its proved reliability and low operating 
cost. 

Teamed with the heavy-duty Bedford 2-speed rear axle 
this power unit gives remarkable performance. High average 
speeds can be maintained without strain. Long engine life 
is assured. Extra pulling power is there for tough conditions. 


In every way the new Bedford 7-tonners are built to pay 








you extra dividends. From the extra deep chassis frame 
and heavy duty springs to the tough economical engine 
they are designed for action . . . to go anywhere, to do a 
gruelling 7-ton job of work day in day out. There’s no better 
value for money on the market. 

New 8-ton and 10-ton “‘Artics” with Bedford’s own diesel 
are also available—8-ton with single speed axle, 10-ton 
with 2-speed axle standard. Full particulars from your 


local Bedford dealer. 


Better buy Bedford...you see them everywhere! 





Vauxhall Motors Limited. + Luton + Beds 
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ROAD VEHICLE INDUSTRY 





Chinese Trial 


of British Lorry 





N extra-heavy-duty tipping lorry has been 


ordered by the China National Transpor 

Machinery Import 
Lancashire firm of Leyland Motors, Limited. 
vehicle is a Leyland Super Beaver four-wheelex 
chassis, powered by a six-cylinder 597 cu. in. Ley 
land diesel engine driving through a five-spee 
constant-mesh gearbox, fitted with a 6 cu. yd. all 


steel end-tipping body and 4 LNC tipping gear built 
and E. 
Although this will be the first 
Leyland lorry to be sold to China for many years, it 


by another Lancashire 
Tippers, Limited 


firm—-Edbro—B, 





One of a fleet of Austin Gipsy four-by-fours 
operated by John Laing and Son, Limited, 
on the London—Y orkshire Motorway project 


will not be the first Leyland vehicle. At the begin- 
ning of this year a Leyland 44-seat underfloor- 
engined single-deck bus was purchased for 
experimental use around Peking by the Chinese 
Government Transport Authorities. 


Axle Catalogue 
NTITLED Salisbury Axles and Drive Units, a 
new illustrated brochure produced by Salis- 
bury Transmission, Limited, Birch Road, 
Witton, Birmingham, 6, describes and gives per- 
formance and typical installation details of a range 
of hypoid axles for a wide variety of road and 
industrial vehicles 
Zenith Carburetter Gasket Packs 
-_” extremely useful service introduced by the 
Zenith Carburetter Co., Limited, is a range 
of individual replacement gasket packs 
covering 23 different types of carburetter. Each 
pack is enclosed in a transparent envelope, which 





British heavyweights abroad: A Leyland Super Hippo logging train for 25-ton loads at work 
in the forests of Borneo and, right, a Thornycroft Big Ben outfit carrying Woodfield Ideco 
oil drilling rig in Qatar 


also contains a drawing of the particular carburet- 
ter, and is marked with the retail price and 
carburetter series number. Prices range from ts. to 


7s. 6d. per pack. 


Lightweight Gibson Tower Ladder 
NTRODUCED to provide a suitable working 
height for work on Class B lighting installa- 
tions, but suitable also for other forms of over- 
head work, the latest tower ladder manufactured 
by John Gibson and Son, Limited, Jameson Place, 
Leith, Edinburgh, can be fitted on a 15-cwt. pick- 
up or similar open body. A one-section framework 
of extruded aluminium sections is used and access 
to the fixed platform is by rungs at the rear of the 
framework. A high guard rail on the platform is 
provided. Platform heights of ro ft. 6 in., 11 ft. 
1 in. and 13 ft. are available at prices of {95, {99 
and {104 respectively. 


Hundred-Thousandth Bedford Light Van 


OLLOWING closely the production of the 
millionth Bedford vehicle on May 29, the 
100,000th example of the present Bedford 

light van came off the line at Luton on June 9. 
Designed from the start as a van—not a private- 
car conversion—the 10-12 cwt, van was introduced 
in April, 1952, and a 15-cwt, version is now also 
available. The present rate of production is 2,000 
units a month. Subject to periodic revision and 
improvements, the vehicle has proved a best seller 
and extremely versatile. More than 50 different 
types of special body or conversion of the van are 
known to be in use at home and overseas. 


Outsize Water Buffalo 


ECENTLY ordered from Albion Motors 
Limited, by Shell-B.P. Petroleum Develop 
ment Co. of Nigeria, Limited, an Albion- 

Cuthbertson Water Buffalo amphibious tracked 
tractor will be three times larger than anything of 
its kind yet produced. Designed for operation in 
swampland impassable to any other vehicle, the 
machine has a ground loading of only 2 Ib. per sq. 
in. compared with about 6} Ib. per sq. in. ground 
pressure exerted by a man. It will be used to 
transport drilling equipment for exploration in 
hitherto inaccessible marsh regions of Nigeria. The 
standard Water Buffalo is powered by the Albion 
67-b.h.p. diesel engine for gross tractor-trailer 
loads of 8 tons but this machine is designed for a 
gross trailer weight alone of 30 tons and is powered 
by a Leyland 150-b.h.p. diesel engine driving 
through a semi-automatic Pneumo-cyclic transmis- 
sion. It will be equipped with a self-extricating 
capstan winch and cable for use over otherwise 
impassable sections, with a synchronising gear 


Corporation from the 
The 


between winch and track.speeds, a bulldozer blade 
t at the front and a crane A frame at the rear. 
It will be shipped to Nigeria with two slipes 
(amphibious trailers) of 1ro- and 28-ton capacity 
i respectively. 


: ‘ > 
; Eezion Suspension for Caravan 

LREADY proved in many types of goods 

trailer operation where ground-level loading 

saves time and reduces handling costs, the 
patented Eezion suspension system has been 
applied to an exhibition caravan by the manufac 
turer, Ibbett Engineering Co., Limited, Kempston 
Hardwick, Bedford, for “ Practical Power Farm 
ing.’’ The 22 ft. by 7 ft. 6 in. caravan body accom 
modates a combined office and display unit and 
living quarters and a hand-operated hydraulic 
elevating gear permits the body to be lowered com 
pletely to ground level in a few seconds at the 
exhibition site and raised to the travelling position 
by a few strokes of the hydraulic pump 


~~ x J ae 
Austin Service Weeks 
ERVICE weeks offering free advice to Austin 
owners have been arranged at the premises 
of Austin distributors and dealers as shown 
below : 
Kennings, Limited, Hatherton Koad Walsall, July 
Kirkways, Limited, 166 Stafford Road, 
to 19 
Murray and Charlton, Westgate Road, Newcastle upon Tyne 
August 18 to 24. 
Vincents of Reading, Limited 
tember 1 to 6. 


7 to 12 
Wallington, July 14 


Station Square, Reading, Sep- 


Car Mart, Limited, Edgware Road, London, N.W.9, Novem 
ber ro to 15. 
East Coast Motor Co., Limited, Church Street, Cromer, 


November 17 to 22. 

Bournemouth Imperial Motors, Limited, 185 Old Christchurch 
Road, Bournemouth, November 24 to 29 

Milne and Russell, Limited. 3s Brighton Road, 
December 8 to 13. 


Dunlop Anti-Skid Device 


ECOGNISING the danger represented by the 
loss of steering control and the fact that 
wheel lock can also lead to a tyre burst, the 

Dunlop company has devised an anti-skid device 
for road vehicles which permits maximum braking 
effort and at the same time prevents wheel lock and 
resultant skidding. Developed from the well-known 
Dunlop Maxaret anti-skid gear now fitted on many 
civil and military aircraft, it is interposed between 
the brake control valve and the brake in such a way 
that it relays the effort applied by the driver and 
immediately relieves the pressure in the brakes 
when an increase in angular wheel deceleration 
gives warning of impending wheel skid. With full 
braking effort applied, the anti-skid units are 
claimed to hold a delicate pressure balance at the 
brakes at near optimum braking effort. The system 


Croydon, 


whe ih : «ee oe 


comprises a small flywheel driven from each braked 
wheel, the flywheel being decelerated during wheel 
deceleration by a spring. If deceleration of the 
wheel is normal (no tendency to skid), the energy 
given up by the flywheel is not sufficient to collapse 
the spring and no operation of the unit takes place 
Extra-rapid wheel deceleration (skid developing) 
causes the flywheel to collapse the spring, and a 
small hydraulic valve is operated to relieve the 
brake pressure until the flywheel returns to its 
normal position as the wheel regains non-slip speed. 


Short Bros. Straddle Carrier Deal 
CQUISITION of the British Straddle Carrier 
Co., Limited, with all manufacturing and 
marketing rights has been announced by 
Short Bros. and Harland, Limited, Belfast. The 
company was previously a subsidiary of Fisons Pest 
Control, Limited. The name of the British Straddle 
Carrier Co., Limited, remains unchanged but all 
manufacturing activities will be controlled by the 
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THE NAME OF 
BARIMAR 
FOR HALF A CENTURY 
has synonymous with 
fine welding repairs. Intricate 
jobs—weighty jobs. A 1o-ton 
t asting is r ommon plac é. 
"Phone or write to Barimar 
for prompt, and money- 
saving, welding, day and 
night. 
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Most Breakage to Motor Parts = 
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-KED CAST-IRON 
CRANKCASE of unusual type of Diesel engine, as 
for 
welding assignment. 


of the crankcase 






BARIMAR 


welcomes — 
the “Ticklish” jobs 


Alexander the Great looked round for 
fresh fields to conquer. Barimar, on 
the other hand, have not found it 
necessary to do so. For there is 
always some intricate welding 
job challenging their ingenuity 
-keeping the Barimar experts 
continually “on their toes”! 


Here, for 
ticklish 


€ xample is a typ 
the 
at nusual type 
4 12>-cyl Vee” 
the first picture 
of the broken job, and see 
what the Barimar welders had to 
contend with and remedy 1) The 
awkward position of the fractures 
of the faces to whict 
) The extent 


job ast iron (rank 


case of of Diese 
engine 
h.p. Look at 
the left 


typ 4x 


the centre ich 
the cylinders boited 


them, it was a Pn er en 
webs, and 


{ the fractures-~ac 
through the supporting 
jown the side of the crankcase 
and the need for expert welding that would 


to finish—an intricate job for Barimar Scientific elding 


NOW, CONSIDER THIS PICTURE OF THE FINISHED JOB! 


CRANKCASE successfully repaired by Barimar 
Scientific Welding—welding of the highest 
possible order, with the assurance of the 
Barimar Money-back Guarantee. 


The Crankcase looks, and is like new—in fact, it is stronger 
than new! Tagged with the Barimar Money-back Guarantee 
for constant, uninterrupted service—a veritable triumph of 
welding ingenuity, cleverly handled, and perfectly machined 


ALL BROKEN PARTS which are transportable must be 
sent CARRIAGE PAID or delivered to the nearest Barimar 
Branch. Please remove all fittings, and post letter advising 
dispatch. When it is impossible to transport the damaged 
machinery, Barimar experts operate ON THE SPOT! 


LIMITED 


Barimar House, 22-24 Peterborough Road, 
FULHAM, LONDON, S.W.6 


Telephones: RENown 2147-2148. (Night) 
Telegrams: “ Bariquamar, Walgreen, London 


BARIMAR BRANCH ADDRESSES 
BIRMINGHAM, 12: 116-117 Charles Henry Street 
Telephone: Midland 2606 
67 Brunswick Street, Ardwick 
Telephone: Ardwick 2738 
64-66 The Close. 
Telephone: 21055 


2148 


MANCHESTER, 13 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 1 


GLASGOW, C.2: 134 West George 
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The World’s Scientific Welding Engineers oust 
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IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OF 
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PLATFORM AND DROP-SIDED BODIES FOR 















The Mark II straddle carrier 
aligning load hooks 


with self- 


headquarters of Short’s general engineering division 
at Newtownards, near Belfast. Sales distribution 
and service will operate from East India House, 
Regent Street, London. Immediate preparation is 
being made for production of the Mark II straddle 
carrier which carries loads of up to ro tons and 40 ft. 
in length. It is similar in basic principles to the 
earlier machine, but embodies features which make 
it particularly suitable for handling rail, road, dock 
and airport freight and has been designed to comply 
with the current Construction and Use Regulations 
for use on public roads. 








A HOMALLOY 
“HEAVYWEIGHT” 


A.E.C. “‘Mercury” with full-view 
plastic cab and Homalloy light 
alloy plastic body. 


There's a Homalloy platform, drop- 
sided, tipping, or van body to fit 


HOME AND EXPORT 


Homalloy—3 times lighter than steel, 
3 times more resilient to shock 
loads than steel—gives you greater 
strength, reduced unladen weight 
and increased payloads. 

















For home and export, write . . . 


HOLMES (PRESTON) LIMITED 


HOMALLOY WORKS + BLACKPOOL ROAD + PRESTON - 


Phone: Preston 89233 (5 lines) 


LANCS 
Grams : Homalloy, Preston 





every type of chassis. Homalloy 
designers are always at your 
service to assist you with your 
own particular transport problems. 





RHODESIA 

Zambesi Coachworks Limited, 
Private Bag 25, Kopje, Salisbury. 
Telephone : 24353 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Bus Bodies (S.A.) Limited, 

P.O. Box 4008, Port Biizabeth. 
Telephone : 87436 
































and reap a new field of profit 


Not only do housewives welcome the chance of shopping from their 
own front doors, but by running a mobile van you are able to sell to customers 
whom you would otherwise probably never reach. Put your 
name on a Karrier ‘Bantam’, incorporating bodywork specially designed 
by Smith’s Delivery Vehicles Ltd., of Gateshead-on-Tyne, and you'll soon 
begin to reap a new and important field of profit! 


Hale Bal 


MOBILE SHOP 
For illustrated folder with full information 
on Mobile anew. cut out this coupon, with choice of 
attach to your letter head, and post to: 
chrome bore petrol 
or light diesel engine 





SALES DIVISION 


KARRIER MOTORS LTD. LUTON BEDS. 
MDT 216 


BUILT STRONGER. TO LAST CONGER! 


FROUUCT = 


EXPORT DIVISION: ROOTES LTD. DEVONSHIRE HOUSE PICCADILLY LONDON W.I 


A ROOTES 


KARRIER MOTORS LTD. LUTON BEDS. 
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INHERENT rae 


DEPENDABILITY 









under 
arduous y. 


conditions 


Operating anywhere, from 
monsoon country to under midnight 

suns, Hardy Spicer transmissions have 

earned a reputation for ruggedness that takes 

a deal of living up to. The inherent dependability 
of Hardy Spicer transmission equipment is the 
product of long experience, constant development 
and the highest standards of engineering skill. 
That is why precision-built Hardy Spicer 
equipment is standard on most British and many 


foreign vehicles designed for really hard work. 


HARDY SPICER 


TRANSMISSION EQUIPMENT 


Inherent Dependability for PASSENGER VEHICLES 


A Member of the wate BIRFIELD GROUP 


HARDY SPICER LIMITED, BIRCH ROAD 
WITTON, BIRMINGHAM Birchfields 4504/9 
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MORRIS-COMMERCIAL SHOW 





Special Bodywork at Longbridge 





AST week’s exhibition of Morris-Commercial 
vehicles at the Longbridge works of the 
British Motor Corporation included many 

special adaptations of the 12 or so basic chassis 
types offered by the maker. Of particular interest 
were the two miniature buses based on the Morris- 
Commercial J2, model, which has been modified to 
conform with the new p.s.v. regulations. One of 
the two exhibits had been adapted by Morris 
Commercial Cars, Limited, and provided accommo- 
dation for 11 passengers on longitudinal seats. 
The other Minibus conversion was carried out by 


shire Fire Service. A van body by Normand, 
Limited, on the oil-engined LDOz chassis was 
notable for its one-piece plastics. roof and _ side 
panels. In the livery of J. Lyons and Co., Limited, 
this vehicle was designed to carry bread and cakes 
in wheeled containers loaded by fork-lift. 

A well-equipped B.M.C. diesel service school was 
prominent at the show. The bodywork was based 
on a semi-trailer and was coupled to a tractor with 
left-hand drive, thus indicating its proposed use on 
the Continent. Shown among the heavies were 
examples from the current production programme 





Four-wheel-drive conversion by Martin-Harper on 5-ton chassis during cross-country demon- 
stration; a complete mobile television outside broadcast unit with Pye equipment is housed 
in this van built by Papworth Industries, Limited; below, underframe of 20 cu. yd. tipping 


body on Brockhouse semi-trailer; and, right, double-deck box van built by 


Redhill 


Bodybuilding Industries, Limited, arranged for mechanised loading 


Wadham Bros. (Coachbuilders) Limited, and 
differed mainly in the seating layout. This com- 
prised two double and two single forward-facing 
seats and two longitudinal seats behind them. 
Access was from the rear where a fixed step was 
fitted. Headroom above the rear part of the gang- 
way had been increased by cutting away part of 
the roof and inserting a new reinforced plastics 
section. Extremely smart milk float bodywork 
by Wincanton Transport and Engineering Co., 
Limited, contained a considerable amount of plas- 
tics mouldings. The vehicle, based on a 1}-ton 
chassis, had glazed display cabinets at the rear and 
was sporting whitewall tyres. Another application 
of the same chassis was a fire-fighting vehicle 
demonstrated by Alfred Miles, Limited, Chelten- 
ham, similar to a unit supplied to the Gloucester- 


of a number of trailer makers. A Carrimore semi 
trailer with low-loading van body was used to 
convey the I.T.D. fork-lift trucks which gave daily 
displays of modern methods of mechanised loading. 
The Fisher and Ludlow Cargon system of dealing 
with bulk loads, and described in MopERN TRANs- 
PORT of June 7, was again demonstrated, this time 
with a Morris-Commercial parent vehicle. 

A newcomer making its first appearance at the 
Morris show was the normal-control 5-ton chassis 
converted to four-wheel drive by M. O. Harper, 
Limited, Guildford. In the conversion, which can 
be carried out at a cost of £850, the standard front 
axle is replaced by the Martin-Harper live axle. 
This provides a vehicle that can successfully cope 
with cross-country conditions and one which can 
benefit from the worldwide B.M.C. service facilities. 





Dodge 6-Tonner On Test 





(Continued from page 7) 


smooth take up of the drive both in a normal 
getaway and in long feathering of the clutch when 
starting under full power on steep gradients. 
Although, at roundly ro tons gross, the P6 is 
pulling as much weight as should reasonably be 
imposed on it, performance in the usual fairly 
heavy suburban traffic was quite lively in the low 
axle ratio and in our first observed section on a 
level stretch of the Great Chertsey Road, average 
times of 14.6 and 37.3 sec. to reach 20 and 
30 m.p.h. respectively from rest through the gears 
were about average in this class. Good low-speed 
torque permits the driver, if he so wishes, to hang 
on to the higher gears and we found that in direct 
drive low axle ratio, the vehicle would pull away 
smoothly from 1o m.p.h. on level road to reach 
20 m.p.h. in an average of 14.5 sec. and 30 m.p.h. 
in 34 sec. The two-speed axle proved useful and 
would be a fitment well worth the additional cost 
on a vehicle operated on trunk haulage or in hilly 
country. The high ratio provides a 5.14 to 1 top 
gear for cruising at low engine speed on the open 
road and moreover gives a top speed, where this 
is permitted, of about 50 m.p.h., though it takes 
a fair stretch of level road to build up to this speed. 


Brake Performance 

The Chertsey Road also provided the right con- 
ditions for brake performance tests, in which the 
Dodge did extremely well. In a number of emer- 
gency stops from 30 m.p.h. on dry level tarmac, 
the average distance taken from first application 
of the pedal—marked by our chalk-firing magazine 
—to rest was 48 ft. 6 in., the best distance on an 
open-texture surface being 46 ft. and the longest, 
on rather polished tarmac, when the offside rear 
wheel locked, 52 ft. With moulded linings all 
round, the danger of brake fade in normal driving 
should be reduced. Certainly, our series of heavy 
brake applications in fairly quick succession did 
not impair efficiency and the shortest stopping dis- 
tance was recorded in the last of the series. Abuse 
however, can affect the best brakes and as we 
anticipated with a specific lining area of under 
40 sq. in. per ton of gross weight, our subsequent 
}-mile coasting run with the brakes on down Titsey 
Hill overheated the drums and linings and consider- 
ably reduced the efficiency in an emergency stop 
near the foot of the hill. Good recovery from this 
condition was indicated when a further stop made 
about a mile on produced a Tapley meter reading 
of 60 per cent. 

The run through the suburban traffic from Rich- 
mond to Purley provided opportunity to appre- 
ciate the panoramic view from the driver's seat and 
the light controls. Steering we found very much 
to our liking, being accurate and reasonably light 
even at low speed with the large-section tyres fitted. 
A useful lock gave a turning circle of 54 ft. on the 
wheeltrack (2 ft. better than the brochure per- 
formance) and 57 ft. 6 in. measured over the sweep 
of the front wings. Gearchanges could be made 
very quickly and smoothly with an economy of 
movement, though there was a tendency for the 





sliding-pinion second gear to be caught up by 


reverse loading if one was slow in disengaging it 

The vacuum-operated axle change mechanism 
was fast and positive when the rules were followed 
and it was found possible to change from low to 
high axle ratio on gradients as steep as the middle 
portion of Succombs Hill. On this gradient, too, 
we were able to make a perfectly clean straight- 
through change from second to third on full power, 
despite what was said about the difficulty the slow 
moving driver might experience in disengaging 
second gear. On Succombs Hill, a restart was made 
on the 1 in 4} gradient in first gear with power to 
spare and our experience was that first, in the 
corner of the box remote from second, would be 
needed even with a full load only on gradients 
steeper than about 1 in 6. A sharp diagonal shove 
of the gear lever with a single dab at the clutch 
produced a faultless change from first to second on 
a tin 7 gradient and the 1 in 6 Bug Hill proved 
a comfortable second-gear (low axle ratio) climb. 
The needle of the fitted coolant-temperature gauge 
stayed fairly constantly in the centre of the 
“normal” quadrant (140 deg. F. measured by 
independent thermometer) on this rather warm day 
and moved only a fraction to the high edge of the 
normal datum during our protracted stay in the 
steep hill sections. 


Fuel Consumption 


Three separate checks of fuel consumption were 
made, two using an independent test tank and our 
usual overall check by filling the main tank com- 
pletely at the beginning and end of the run. In the 
check over our standard 15-mile out-and-back 
route on A25 between Limpsfield Common and 
Riverhead, a figure of 14.1 m.p.g. at an average 
speed of 27.3 m.p.h. was obtained in heavier-than- 
usual traffic. This probably represents the likely 
return from a vehicle engaged in all-loaded work on 
shorter journeys in not very flat country. 
Naturally, in this rather restricted going, the value 
of the high axle range did not show up to full 
advantage and a second run was made in the more 
open conditions of A22 and A23 from Caterham 
through Purley to Waddon, still fully loaded. On 
this eight-mile run we recorded a figure of 16.8 
m.p.g. at an average speed of 33 m.p.h. 

At the end of the day we had covered a total 
distance of 89 miles, including about 25 miles in 
the south-west London suburbs. The major part 
of the remainder was occupied in observed tests, 
involving numerous stops and full-power low-gear 
work in the acceleration, braking and hill-climbing 
sections, Final checks gave a return of 11.9 m.p.g., 
probably representing about the worst that would 
be achieved from a vehicle in good condition en- 
gaged in frequent-stop fully loaded work by a 
driver who had little regard for fuel conservation. 

We liked the new Dodge six-tonner for its mild 
manners, its solid feel on the road and its un- 
obtrusive ability for hard work. There seems little 
doubt that the Forward Look range has in fact 
taken a look forward and anticipated what many 
operators will be looking for in the months and 
years ahead. 




















MODERN TRANSPORT 
JUNE 21, 1958 


EXPRESS FREIGHT TRAINS 
IN THE NORTH EAST 





Traffic Organisation Reframed 





Re publication by the North Eastern 
Region of its new Express Freight Train Ser- 
vices and Facilities booklet afforded Mr. F.C. 
Margetts, the assistant general manager (traffic), 
an opportunity of speaking about improvements in 
the railways freight services, in particular those 
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a SHEFFIELD 
of the North Easter: Region. He said that 485 
fully braked freight trains, running at express 


speeds, were now originating in the region, which 
was 86 more than a year ago. Partially braked 
freight trains running at semi-express speeds now 
numbered 626, 44 more than at this time last year. 
Never before had such a high proportion of freight 
train services been run at express and semi-express 
speeds. 
Freight Train Timings 

The new booklet, which is being distributed to 
traders within the region, gives the departure times 
of 148 freight services from the principal goods 
stations, serving the industrial areas within the 
region, to London and the main provincial centres 
of industry. All these services normally assure a 
next-morning delivery for freight traffic in full 
wagon loads. Mr. Margetts said this is a substan- 
tial step forward and had been made possible by 
the progress so far achieved under the B.T.C. 
modernisation plan. Impressive though the pro- 
gress had been, it was but a beginning. 

Freight by rail in the North Eastern Region was 
of considerable importance. During 1957 no less 
than 62,138,000 tons (6,275,000 general merchan- 
dise, 12,229,000 raw materials, and 43,634,000 coal 
and coke), were carried from the North Eastern 
Region, which amounted to well over a million tons 
a week. The importance of exports in the national 
economy had long been recognised by British Rail- 
ways and the booklet referred to such a service 
operating from Leeds, Bradford, Newcastle, Gates- 
head, Sunderland and Darlington, to the Royal, 
India and Millwall groups of the London Docks. 
As an indication of the rapid progress being made 
in the development of new and improved services 
for exports, Mr. Margetts said that even since the 


booklet was printed an extension of the export 
express service had been planned and it had been 
found possible to atrodene this on and from 
Monday, June 2. This service would operate from 
37 of the principal goods stations in the country 
and would ensure a next-day delivery for wagon 
loads of export traffic alongside ship at Hull docks. 


Traffic Organisation 

To provide an up-to-date organisation, in touch 
with the current needs of the industrialist, the 
North Eastern Region had reframed its traffic 
organisation. Mr. F. C. Margetts, assistant general 
manager (traffic), said that he now had overall 
responsibility for the commercial, operating and 
motive power departments of the region. Directly 
charged with the responsibility for all commercial 
activities is Mr. W. H. Vine, commercial officer. 
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For on-the-spot management of its many functions 
the region was divided into four areas, each under a 
traffic manager. They were: 

West Riding—Mr. E. E. Cowell, Leeds. 

Tyne and Wear—Mr. J. H. M. True, Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Tees-side—Mr. K. A. Kindon, Darlington. 

Hull and York—Mr. I. G. MacGregor, Hull. 


The area traffic managers, in turn, had district 
officers responsible to them, and commercially to 
the public, for the various branches of day-to-day 
work. Their areas are indicated on the accompany- 
ing map of the region, which shows also the progress 
of dieselisation of passenger services. 





Mr. A. H, W. Kimberlin, vice-chairman of 
Leicester City Passenger Transport Committee, 
upon whem the award of an O.B.E. is conferred 
in the Birthday Honours List, is chairman of 
Leicester District Advisory Committee of the North 
Midland Regional Board for Industry. 


The fourth inter-regional arts and crafts exhibi- 
tion organised by the British Railways Staff Asso- 
ciation, is to be held at Bishopsgate Institute, near 
Liverpool Street Station, from oe 23 to 25. Five 
hundred entries (75 more than last year) have been 
submitted by staff of all grades throughout British 
Railways, and by members of their families. The 
region gaining the most points ia the exhibition 
will receive a challenge shield which will be pre- 
sented on June 25, by Lady Benstead, wife of Sir 
John Benstead, deputy chairman of the British 
Transport Commission. The shield is at present 
held by the Western Region. A silver goblet will 
also be awarded to the winning exhibitor in each 
class. The exhibition will be open free to the public 
from 10.30 a.m, to 8 p.m. daily. 








MOBILE CRANES FOR HIRE 


PICKFORDS HEAVY HAULAGE SERVICE 
Abnormal Loads’ e 


Lifting 


e Branches in all large towns 














‘Peamore Garages, Alphington 
KENNFORD 485 


BIRMINGHAM 
323 High St., West Bromwich, 
Staffs. 
WEST BROMWICH 2801 


LLANELLY 
Morfa Works, Lianelly 
LLANELLY 4302 





SILVER ROADWAYS LTD. 


Reliable Trunk Services to all Parts 
CARDIFF 


10 Dumfries Place 
CARDIFF 21631 


Exchange Bulldings 
SWANSEA 54171/5 


BRISTOL 


70 Prince Street 
BRISTOL 22315 


22-24 Bermondsey Wall West, S.E.16 BERmondsey 4533 





CLASGCOW 
12 Dixon Street, C.2 
CITY 3361 


LIVERPOOL 
11 Old Halil Street, Liverpool, 3 
CENTRAL 6386 


NOTTINGHAM 
Pavilion Bullding, Pavilion Road 
West Bridgford 
NOTTINGHAM 63481 
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A Tipping Ventilator Unit of advanced design 





Outstanding features of the Beclawat BOREAS Window include 
Construction throughout in weight-saving light alloy. 

Combined operating catch and handle holds panel in fully closed position 
Automatic semi-positive catches hold panel in half-way and fully open 
positions. ’ 

Curved end quadrants help eliminate water entry when panel is open. 
Outside glass louvre can be incorporated if required. 

Open hinge allows replacement of tipping panel without disturbing main 
frame. 

Designed for use with various forms of perimeter glazing rubber. 

Special attention paid to dispersal of condensation and of water from crossrail. 


BOREAS WINDOW 


*Co Traoe HA 


BECKETT, LAYCOCK & WATKINSON LTD. 


ACTON LANE, LONDON, N.W.10 











CUT YOUR TRAIN 
DETENTION LOSSES 


AND 


INCREASE YOUR 
TRACK CAPACITY 












BY USING 


A THE 
| WESTINGHOUSE-SYKES 


TOKENLESS 
INTERLOCKED 
BLOCK SYSTEM 






ADVANTAGES : 


1. All train movements by signal 
indications. 





2. No reduction in train speeds for 
the exchange of tablets or tokens. 


3. Any number of stations may be 
“switched out” without additional 
instruments or line wires. 


4. No balancing of tablets or tokens. 


5. Provides reversible working on 
double line sections for maximum 


track utilisation and track 
capacity. 
6. Rapid interchangeability of 


components and ease of main- 
tenance by “plug in” facilities. 


7. Complete interlocked block 
working with the outdoor fixed 
signals interlocked either elec- 
trically or mechanically with the 
instruments. 


Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co. Ltd., 82 York Way, London,N.1 


Associated in India with Associated in Australia with 
Sexby & Farmer (india) Private Ltd., Calcutta McKenzie & Holland (Australia) Pty., Ltd., Melbourne 
Associated in South Africa with Westinghouse Brake & Signal Co. $.A. (Pty.) Ltd., Johannesburg 
Agents: Bellamy & Lambie, Johannesburg 





= Phot b 
Installation at Nakuru Ben African Rathoase © Horbeun Neb, 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 





WEST PAKISTAN ROAD TRANSPORT BOARD 
CHIEF TECHNICAL OFFICER 


\ TANTED a Chief Technical Officer in the grade 
of Rs.1,500—50—2,000 for the West Pakis- 
tan Road Transport Board. 

FOREIGNERS. 

QuaLiFICATIONS—Degree in Automobile Engineer- 
ing or Mechanical Engineering from a recognised 
University in Europe. 

EXPERIENCE—At least 15 years’ experience in main 
tenance and repair of vehicles and should have 
adequate experience in designing and building of 
bodies, administration of workshops and wide 
administrative experience of controlling technical 
staff and handling store organisations 

Pay two thousand) only P.M. 

OveRSEAS Pay—/30 (thirty pounds) P.M 


Rs 2,000 


ACCOMMODATION \ free house suitable to his 
status 

CONVEYANCE—Free conveyance 

Mepicat Arp—Free medical treatment by the 
Board's doctor 

DURATION OF SERVICI On four years’ contract 

LEAVE—One month's leave on every eleven months 
duty 


(OTHER CONCESSIONS 
1) Free passages for himself and wife on joining 


the post. 
(2) Free passage after termination of the con 
tract, for self and wife 


3) One return passage once in two years during 

the currency of the contract 
Applications duly l 
PI 


supported by testimonials 
should reach the 


Road 
Pakis- 


t , 
retary, West Pakistan 
Transport Board, 1 Mozang Road, Lahore, 


tan, by July 30, 1958. 
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A Subscription to 


MODERN TRANSPORT 


will keep you in touch 
with all British and Foreign 
transport developments 











REGULAR 

CARGO 

SERVICES 
between 


LONDON 







HAMBURG, BREMEN, RHINE PORTS, 
HARLINGEN, AMSTERDAM, ROTTERDAM, 
ANTWERP, GHENT, TERNEUZEN, DUNKIRK, 
CALAIS, BOULOGNE, TREPORT, DIEPPE, 
HAVRE, CHARENTE, BORDEAUX. 


Coastwise to HULL 


also between the following ports 
LONDON, NEWCASTLE, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
and SOUTHAMPTON and OPORTO and WEST 

ITALIAN and SICILIAN PORTS. 


BRISTOL CHANNEL PORTS (Bristol, Barry, 
Cardiff, Newport, Swansea) and HAMBURG, 
BREMEN. 


SOUTHAMPTON and ANTWERP, 
ROTTERDAM, BREMEN, HAMBURG. 


The GENERAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO. LTD. 


15, Trinity Square, London, E.C.3 
Phone: ROYal 3200 
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SHORT SEA ROUTE PORTS 





6—Newhaven* 





By HENRY REES, Ph.D., M.Sc.(Econ.) 


HE background of Newhaven is formed by the 
rolling grassy slopes of the Sussex Downs. 
Four southward flowing streams have divided 

the South Downs into five distinct fragments; pro- 
ceeding westwards from the bold cliffs of Beachy 
Head, the second of these streams is the Ouse, and 
close to its mouth stands the port of Newhaven. 

Newhaven has an intriguing story. It is only one 
of several “new” towns along the shores of Kent 




















| NEWHAVEN 


Layout at Newhaven 





and Sussex: there are also New Shoreham, New 
Romney, New Winchelsea and West Hythe. Each 
has its own tale of prosperity or decline, for nowhere 
else in this country has a changing coastline had 
so clear an effect on the fortunes of ports. It is 
four centuries since Newhaven was “ new.’’ Until 
the late 16th century the river Ouse reached the 
sea at Seaford, about two miles east of its present 
outlet. Mediaeval Seaford was a port of some 
consequence and a member of the confederation of 
the Cinque Ports; as early as 1300 it sent two 
Members to Parliament, and it became largely 
independent of its nominal head port, Hastings 
Meanwhile, the ancestor of Newhaven was a rural 
village named Meeching, a mile from the sea and 
with no interest either in trade or in shipping. 


Eastward Beach Drift 

Throughout recorded time, however, along the 
Channel coast there has been a continued eastward 
drift of beach materia!, for the dominent winds are 
from the south-west. The building of shingle bars 
across the mouths of the rivers has gradually turned 
them eastwards; but a time arrives when the 
river suddenly breaches the shingle barrier and 


straightens its mouth again. In 1579 a violent 
storm visited the south coast. When it subsided 


the Ouse was found to have deserted Seaford, to 
reach the sea two miles farther west. So was formed 


the “ New Haven 

In the 17th century this new river mouth was 
straightened. In the early 18th century the towns- 
folk built a pier on the west side of the entrance 
to protect it from the drifting shingle; they 


deepened their river and they developed a harbour 
where a loop to the west brought the channel close 
to the town. Such was the beginning of the port 


Proximity to London 

No bridge existed until 1784, when a drawbridge 
vas built to replace the ancient ferry; but littl 
traffic needed to cross the river, for the road to 
London kept west of the Ouse. Newhaven is in 
fact London than any other Channel 
port—16 nearer thar Folkestone, 22 
miles nearer Dover, 23 nearer than 
Southampton 

The modern development of Newhaven may be 
dated from 1847, when the port was first joined by 
rail to London; but its growth was aided by an 
accident of history. The London, Brighton and 
South Coast Railway wished to use Shoreham as 
its Channel port, but it could not agree with the 
harbour authority over rates, and turned to New- 
haven as a last resort. Almost immediately the 
regular link with Dieppe was forged. 

The Old Harbour is now redundant, for nearly 
1 century ago (in 1864) the river loop was bypassed 
by a straight cut, on whose eastern bank now 
stands the North Quay. Modern cargo and passen- 


nearer to 
miles 


than miles 
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ger quays now extend for nearly a mile along the 
straightened river mouth. Facing them are the coal 
wharves and the jetties; here is the home of the two 
dozen fishing boats which are attached to the port, 
together with yachts and small pleasure craft. All 
the quays are open, despite a considerable tidal 
range (19 ft. at neap tides, 24 ft. at spring tides). 
The three main quays (North, Railway and East 
Quays) are all on the eastern bank of the river 
North Quay lies above the bridge (a swing bridge) 
and handles the bulk of the goods tonnage of the 
port. Here one may see colliers from the North- 
East Coast discharging their cargoes and vessels 
bringing in timber from Scandinavia; but the 
Continental freight traffic is handled at the more 
southerly quays. Just below the bridge is Railway 
Quay equipped to deal with loads up to 25 tons; 
beyond is the East Quay, used principally by the 
cross-Channel passenger and cargo steamers. 


Typical Freights 

Typical cargoes from the Continent include 
wines, textile fibres (rayon and wool), lace ribbons 
and embroidery; but these account for only a small 
part of the total overseas imports, which comprise 
such varied items as medicinal and pharmaceutical 
products, textile machinery and electrical appara- 
tus. Outward cargoes, rather smaller by value than 
the imports, include cars, lorries and tractors, aero 
engines, woollen cloth and chemicals. In 1954 (the 
latest year for which comparative figures are pub- 
lished) the value of the total overseas trade of 
Newhaven amounted to £244 million; this is well 
below that of Dover or Harwich, but considerably 
above that of Folkestone, and much greater than 
that of many small general ports. 

In 1955 218,000 passengers left Newhaven for the 
Continent, including 4,400 motorists with their 
cars. Though the distance is three times as great 
as that on the Dover—Calais route, the cost of 
transporting a car is the same on each. Moreover, 
a substantial reduction may be obtained by send- 
ing the car by the cargo instead of the passenger 
steamer. 


——— 3 — 


LEIGH TO SHARE IN 
L.U.T. RUNNING 


Agreement for Two Routes 


A* agreement that will result in increased 
revenue of “ many thousands of pounds” a 

year for Leigh Corporation Transport Depart 
ment has been signed with the Corporation by 
Lancashire United Transport, Limited. Although 
there will be a consequent loss to L.U.T., its 
general manager, Mr. C. C. Oakham, said last 
week that the agreement would “ bring in a new 
era of joint operation which will do us both a 
bit of good.’’ The agreement arises out of the 
expected withdrawal in another two months of 
trolleybuses run by the L.U.T. subsidiary, South 


Lancashire Transport Company, between Leigh 
and Bolton and Leigh and Swinton, near Man 
chester. It was at last week’s meeting of Leigh 


Town Council that the completed joint running 
agreement was revealed. Consent has been given 
by South Lancashire Transport in favour of thi 
Corporation under a 1920 Act, and an undertaking 
given by the promoters of the South Lancashire 
lransport Bill to withdraw a from it and 
to include provision for the repeal of a section of 
the Leigh Corporation Act 

This means that when 
from the trolleybuses 
used irregularly on a 
some time) Leigh Corporation 
revenue obtained from one of the 
of the routes. The trolleybuses are scheduled to 
be taken out of service at the end of August 
than four months short of their silver jubilee. 

MoDERN TRANSPORT on April 6, 1957, recorded 
that Leigh Corporation had secured a consent to 
run outside the borough boundary over the L.U.T. 
route to Bolton, but the North Western area Traffic 
Commissioners reserved decision on road service 
licences for the parties to come together for further 
negotiations. Leigh decided not to oppose the 
S.L.T. abandonment Bill and the new agreement 
which is effective from August 31 this year provides 
that it may run jointly with L.U.T. on the Leigh 
Bolton and Leigh—Mosley Common routes on a 
mileage basis. The 1928 agreement will be amended 
to remove the restriction on the Corporation buses 
on picking up and setting down on both the Bolton 
route and local corporation services between the 
town centre and Leigh Avenue. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 








RATES.—The minimum charge for classified adver- 
tisements is 7s. for 14 words or less, and 6d. for 
each additional word. The name and address of the 
advertiser is charged at the same rate. If a box 
number is used 2s. extra is charged to cover our name 
and address and postage. If set in paragraph form 
each paragraph is estimated separately. Official 
Notices and semi-display in the classified columns 
are charged at the rate of 45s. per single column inch, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS should be 
addressed to THE MANAGER, Classified Adver- 
tisements, MODERN TRANSPORT, Russell 
Court, 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 





PATENT 

FIVHE Proprietor of British Patent No. 724,037 for “ Improve- 

ments in the Preparation and Supply of Air/Fuel Mixture 
to an Internal Combustion Engine,’’ desires to enter into 
negotiations with a firm or firms for the sale of the patent or 
for the grant of licences thereunder, Further particulars may 
be obtained from Marks and Clerk, 57 and 58 Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, London, W.C.2 





SITUATION VACANT 

ONDON and Home Counties Division of Traders Road 
L Transport Association requires a man between 30 and 45 
with personality, initiative and selling experience as a 
representative Duties include membership recruitment, 
sttendance at area meetings and investigation of traffic regula- 
salary not less than £750, grossing, with 
commission, {900 to £1,000. Contributory Pension Scheme. 
Car provided. Full details to Divisional Secretary, 146 New 
Bond Street, London, W.1. 
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FOUNDRIES: ATO 


SPECIALIST PRODUCTS IN CY 


ABRASION-RESISTING ALLOY 
LOCO 
BRAKE 
BLOCK LIFE 


extended from 
3 months to 


23 years 


This is typical of the extra 

service being obtained from 

our CY Alloy Brake Blocks— 

which although remarkably 

resistant to wear, have no 
adverse effect on loco tyres. This is one of our most 
popular applicati Alter exh © tests many of 
the best known manufacturers of locomotives fit CY. 
brake blocks as standard. 


FOLLSAIN-WYCLIFFE 
FOUNDRIES LTD. 
LUTTERWORTH - Near RUGBY 
Tel.: Lutterworth 10, 60 & 152 
Grams: “Wycliffe,” Lutterworth 
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SOCIAL AND PERSONAL 





The Late Mr. Will Everard 
E record with great regret the sudden death, 
at the age of 69, of Mr. William J. 
Everard, C.B.E., M.I.N.A., M.Inst.T., a 
managing director of the coastwise family shipping 
business, F, T. Everard and Sons, Limited, of 
Greenhithe. This is a fleet of just over one hundred 
dry cargo ships and tankers, with ancillary craft, 
not to mention veteran sailing barges, made famous 
by their common name ending “—ity.’’ “ Mi 
Will” was one of three brothers who, with their 
sister Ethel, built up this notable fleet from a 
nucleus left them by their father. (Alfred and Ethel 
preceded him, only Fred survives.) He had been a 
member of the council of the Chamber of Shipping 
since 1929, and an underwriting member of 
Lloyds. In him coastwise shipping has lost prob- 
ably its most singular character, one who revelled 
in hard work and hard bargaining yet enjoyed his 
social relationships to the full. 
* * * 


B.O.A.C. has appointed Mr. Eugene RK 
Burnickel as district sales manager for Chicago 
+ . 
Mr. F. Gibbons, B.A., B.A.I., A.M.I.C.E., 


formerly assistant district engineer, Gloucester, has 


been appointed district engineer, Oswestry, 
Western Region, B.R. 
* 7 + 
At a meeting of the council of the Public Trans- 
port Association on June 12, Mr. T. Robert 


Williams was re-elected as chairman of the council 
of the Association fer the ensuing year. Mr. 
A. F. R. Carling and Mr. R. E. Chisnell were also 
re-elected vice-chairmen for the ensuing year. 

* 


The new board of directors of the British 
Straddle Carrier Co., Limited, whose acquisition 
by Short Bros. and Harland, Limited, is reported 
on page II, comprises Rear Admiral Sir Matthew 
Slattery, chairman, Mr. R. E. Harvey, deputy 
chairman and managing director, Mr. R. W. Kirby, 
director and general manager, Mr. J. G. Gray, 
secretary, Sir James H. Barnes, director, and Mr. 
H. G. Conway, director and chief engineer. 

* * ” 


It is announced by Clayton Dewandre Co., 
Limited, that Mr. S. E. Willett, M.I.Mech.E., 
M.I.P.E., has, at his own request, decided to retire 
from the post of man- 
aging director, but he 
will remain on_ the 
board. It is pointed out 
that he is already 
beyond retiring age, 
having continued at the 
request of his fellow- 
directors. Mr. Willett 
completed his technical 
education by evening 
continuation courses at 
Leeds University. In 
1919 he joined Clayton 
Wagons, Limited, Lin- 
coln, as chief estimator, 
and in 1928 joined 
the staff of Clayton 
Dewandre, in the 
capacity of commercial 
manager. He became joint general manager in 1940 
and in 1947 general manager, and was elected to 
the board in October, 1950, on appointment as 
director and general manager. He has been 
managing director since the beginning of 1956. 

* * * 

We record with regret the recent death of Mr 
H. J. Stretton-Ward, who was president of the 
Railway Correspondence and Travel Society 

* * - 

The Ford Motor Co., Limited, that 
Sir Hartley Shawcross has resolved to resign as a 
director of the company on his acceptance of an 
appointment as a full-time director of the Shell 
Petroleum Co., Limited 

* 7 * 
director of 





Mr. S. E. Willett 


announces 


Appointed production, Goodyear 


Tyre and Rubber Co. (Great Britain), Limited, 
Mr. John Q. Shaul has now taken up his appoint- 
ment at Wolverhampton. Until recently he was 


superintendent at the American Akron plant. 
* * * 

Mr. J. W. Womar has been appointed chief 
engineer of the Potteries Motor Traction Co., 
Limited, in succession to Mr. W. G. A. Hall, who, 
as already announced, is joining Southdown Motor 
Services, Limited, as chief engineer. Mr. Womar 
served an engineering apprenticeship with the 
North Western Road Car Company before the war. 
In 1949, after three years as a B.E.T. trainee, he 
was appointed personal assistant to the general 
manager of the Northern General Company, later 
becoming traffic manager of the Gateshead Com- 
pany. In 1951 he was appointed to his present 
position of engineer of Eddison Plant, Limited. 

* * * 

In accordance with its policy of holding some 
meetings outside London so as to keep closely in 
touch with local industrial, business and trading 
interests, the British Transport Commission was to 
meet in Manchester on Thursday this week. It was 
proposed that members of the Commission should 
visit a number of transport installations in the area 
and make a similar tour of rail and road depots 
in Liverpool the following day. The visits would 
embrace Horwich locomotive works; British Road 
Services depots in the Manchester area; progress on 
the Manchester—Crewe electrification project; and 
rail and road depots in the Liverpool area, includ- 
ing the site for a new B.R.S. parcels depot at 
Breck Road. 

* * * 

The retirement of Mr. T. E. Chrimes as motive 
power superintendent of the Southern Region (see 
June 7 issue) coincides with the disappearance of 
his department as a separate organisation, The 
motive power superintendent’s administrative 
responsibilities have been transferred to the chief 
operating supeerintendent; his maintenance func- 
tions have gone to the chief mechanical and 
electrical engineer. Within the chief operating 
superintendent’s headquarters organisation at 
Waterloo there is now an acting motive power 
officer, Mr. G. A. Weeden (formerly district 
motive power superintendent, Stewarts Lane). 
District motive power superintendents, of whom 
there are six, will now have a divided responsi- 
bility. For maintenance matters they will report 
to the chief mechanical and electrical engineer 
through his new mechanical engineering assistant, 
Mr. A. E. Hoare (formerly assistant motive power 
superintendent); for other matters they report 
through Mr. Weeden to the chief operating super- 
intendent. These changes are in line with the 
rapid extension in electrification, and the transfer 
to diesel-electric operation, in the most heavily 
worked parts of the region. 


Mr. John Birch Heads N.R.T.F. 
T the annual meeting of the National Road 
A Transport Federation, Mr. John M. Birch, 
managing director of Birch Bros., Limited, 
was elected chairman for the ensuing year. Mr. 
Birch was chairman of the Passenger Vehicle 
Operators Association from 1949 to 1952, and is at 
present the chairman of the national executive and 
finance committee of that Association. Mr. 5S. C. 
Bond, president of the Traders Road Transport 
Association, and Mr. R. N. Ingram, chairman of 
the Road Haulage Association, were elected vice- 
chairmen. 


” . * 
Mr, H. G. Baker, general manager of the 
Brighton, Hove and District Omnibus Co., 


Limited, has been appointed a J.P. for Hove 
* x 

Mr. R. I. H. Longman has been unanimously 
re-elected chairman of the Conference of Omnibus 
Companies. Mr. A. F. R. Carling was re-elected 
vice-chairman 

* * * 

Mr. John O. Sewell becomes assistant general 
manager of the British lock and hardware division 
and materials handling division of the Yale and 
Towne Manufacturing Co., Limited, retaining his 
title of comptroller, 

* * * 

Mr. Charles Holt has been appointed to the 
board of Thos. Cook and Son, Limited, and to the 
boards of Thos. Cook and Son (Continental and 
Overseas), Thos. Cook and Son (Bankers), Thos. 
Cook and Son (Bankers France) and Thos, Cook 
and Son (Egypt). 

* 


* * 
We record with regret the death of Mr. Thomas 
Goudie Murray, managing director of Thomas 


Murray and Co., Limited, Glasgow, publisher of 
Murray's A.B.C, timetables. He was a grandson 
of the Mr. Thomas Murray who founded the firm 
113 years ago, and published the first Murray's 
“ Diary” just two years after the appearance of 
the Bradshaw Railway Guide. The late Mr. T. G. 
Murray was 70. 
a * 

Mr. S. J. Barnes, a director and general manager 
of Clayton Dewandre Co., Limited, will in future 
assume the duties carried out by the retiring 
managing director (Mr. 
S. E. Willett), it is an- 
nounced. He received 
his technical education 
in London at Acton 
Technical College, and 
thereafter followed a 
varied career in engin- 
eering at home and 
abroad, holding senior 
positions in general 
engineering and _ the 
radio and aircraft 
industries. Mr. Barnes 
joined Clayton Dew- 
andre as assistant 
general manager in 
December, 1952, and 
became general man- 
ager in 1956. 





Mr. S. J. Barnes 


* * 

Mr. G. A. Dwyer has been appointed assistant 
export sales manager of the Marconi International 
Marine Communication Co., Limited. 

* * * 

Mr. Joseph Dillon, formerly Press officer, Aer 
Lingus, has been appointed public relations officer 
and head of the company’s public relations branch 

* . * 

We record with regret the death, at the age of 
78, of Mr. G. D. Shepherd, M.B.E., J.P., who was 
a member of the 1947 and 1948 panels set up to 
apportion the compensation in respect of the 
acquisition of British-owned railways in Argentine 
and Uruguay. 

* * 

At the annual meeting of the Northern Ireland 
section of the Institute of Transport, Mr. F. W. P 
Hampton, general manager and secretary of the 
Belfast Harbour Commissioners, was appointed 
chairman for the 1958-59 session. Mr. Robert 
Flack, a member of the Northern Ireland Transport 
Tribunal, was appointed vice-chairman. 

* * * 

The London Midland Region of British Railways 

announces the following appointments: 


Mr. G. Latham to be assistant (freight services) operating 
officer's office, Euston , 
Mr. G. H. Murrell to be public relations officer, divisional 


traffic manager’s office, London A 
Mr. D. R. Barnacle to be assistant line traffic officer, motive 
power, Crewe 


Mr. P. C. Cooper to be assistant line traffic officer, motive 
power, Derby 
Mr. E. D. Bailey to be assistant district passenger manager, 


London (Euston). 
Mr. K {. Sidebotham to 

manager, Manchester 
* * * 


Mr. J. W. F. Hill, C.B.E., Litt.D., M.A., LL.M., 
a director of the Clayton Dewandre Co., Limited, 
who is appointed a knight bachelor in this year’s 
Birthday Honours List, “ for services to the Asso- 
ciation of Municipal Corporations,’’ is the present 
chairman of the Association. His activities and 
interests are diverse. In addition to an active 
partnership in a solicitors’ practice, he has been 
an Alderman of the City of Lincoln since 1946, is 
a recognised authority on medieval history with 
several books to his credit, and is president of the 
council of the University of Nottingham. 


be assistant district passenger 
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Transport and Industry 





MONG those connected with transport and 
associated industries who are, it is announced, 
to be honoured by H.M. the Queen to mark 

the official celebration of her birthday, are the 
following: 


BARON 
Robins, Sir (Thomas) Ellis, K.B.E., D.S.O., 
E.D., for public services in Rhodesia. (President, 
British South Africa Company, former chairman, 
Central African Airways Corporation, and chair- 
man, Rhodesia Railways Trust.) 


BARONET 
Dunnington-Jefferson, Lieut.-Colonel John 
Alexander, D.S.O., D.L., for public services in 
Yorkshire. (Deputy chairman, Derwent Valley 
Light Railway Company.) 


KNIGHTS BACHELOR 


Black, William Rushton, chairman, National 
Research and Development Corporation, for public 
services. (Managing director, A.C.V. Group.) 

Edmenson, Walter Alexander, C.B.E., for public 
services in Northern Ireland. (Chairman, Mountain 
Steamship Company; director, British European 
Airways; a Belfast Harbour Commissioner. ) 

Garrett, William Herbert, M.B.E., for services to 
industrial relations. (Senior vice-president, British 
Employers’ Confederation; director, Metal In 
dustries, Limited.) 

Hill, James William Francis, C.B.E., for services 
to Association of Municipal Corporations. 
(Director, Clayton Dewandre Co., Limited. ) 

Jackson, Willis, director of research and educa 
tion, Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Limited. 

Southwell, Charles Archibald Philip, C.B.E., 
managing director, Kuwait Oil Co., Limited. 

Taylor, Reginald William, C.M.G., Engineer-in- 
Chief, Office of the Crown Agents for Oversea 
Governments and Administrations. 


Sir 


ORDER OF THE BATH 
Cc.B. 

J. L. Girling, lately Comptroller-General, Patent 
Office and Industrial Property Department, Board 
of Trade. 

M. B. Morgan, deputy director, Royal Aircraft 
Establishment, Farnborough. 


ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE 
C.M.G. 

Air Marshal Douglas Colyer, C.B., D.F.C., 
(Retd.), Civil Aviation Representative in Western 
Europe, Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation. 

P, F. D. Tennant, O.B.E., director, 
Federation of British Industries. 


ROYAL VICTORIAN ORDER 
c.V.O. 
S. G. Hearn, O.B.E., assistant general manager, 
traffic, Eastern Region, B.R. 


overseas 


M.V.O. 
Commander S. T. T. Parsons, V.R.D., 
R.N.V.R., director, Pickfords and Hay’s Wharf 
Shipping and Forwarding Company. 


ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
G.B.E. 


Right Hon. Walter McLennan, Baron Citrine, 
K.B.E., for public services. (Part-time member, 


Electricity Council and United Kingdom Atomi 
Energy Authority.) 
C.B.E. 

James Amos, O.B.E., chairman, Scottish Omni 
buses Group; W. B. T. Blue, commodore chief 
engineer, P. and O.; N. R. R. Brooke, for political 
and public services (joint managing director 
Guest, Keen and Nettlefolds (South Wales) 
Limited); T. W. F. Brown, director, Parsons and 
Marine Engineering Turbine Research and Develop- 
ment Association; Captain W. R. Chaplin, elder 
brother, Corporation of Trinity House; E. K. Cole, 
chairman and managing director, E. K. Cole, 
Limited; J. M. Evans, general manager, Shell Oil 
Company, Thailand; E. S. Moult, director and 
chief engineer, de Havilland Engine Co., Limited; 
.. A. Sayce, superintendent, light division, 
National Physical Laboratory; F. S. Snow, O.B.E., 
consulting engineer (senior member of the consult- 
ing and co-ordinating firm responsible for Gatwick 
Airport); F. Williamson, O.B.E., chairman, North 
Western area Traffic Commissioners; G, H. Wilson, 
chairman and managing director, Laurence Scott 

and Electromotors, Limited. 


0.B.E, 
W. T. Ash, secretary, Radio and Electronic Component 
Manufacturers Association; Captain A. M. Atkinson, marine 
superintendent, Common Brothers, Limited; A. G. Blows, 


Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen, Ministry of Trans- 
port ; >. Cone, technical adviser, British Road Tar 
Association; T. Crawhall, assistant director, Mechanical 
Engineering Research Laboratory, Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research; Captain D. R. P. Gun-Cuninghame, lately 
commodore master, s.s. Kenya, British India Steam Navigation 
Co., Limited; W. W. Davies, general manager, Tyne engine and 
shiprepairing works, Barry, C. H. Bailey, Limited; E. D. Fryer, 
M.B.E., chief executive officer, Ministry of Transport and Civil 
Aviation. 

D. N. Harrison, principal scientific officer, Meteorological 
Office, Air Ministry; L. Haworth, chief designer, civil engines, 
Rolls-Royce, Limited, Derby; W. L. Howell, secretary, Welsh 
Tourist Board; Councillor A. H. W. Kimberlin, vice-chairman, 
Leicester City Transport; W. J. Lardner, stores superintendent, 
East African Railways and Harbours; Wing-Cdr. C. Lawes, 








Railway and Cana! Historical Society and Railway Correspondence and Travel Society members 

travelling on the National Coal Board railway at Middleton Colliery on June 7 behind 

“‘ Blenkinsop ”’ to mark the 200th anniversary of the first Act of Parliament for a railway 
(see May 24 and June 14 issues) 





senior overseas liaison officer, International Aeradio, Limited; 
A. Macleod, county surveyor, Perth and Kinross Joint County 
Council; E. V Miller, senior air traffic control officer, 
Northern division, Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation; 
J. H. Morley, engineer I, Royal Radar Establishment; L. M 
Simpson, chief engineer and manager, telegraph division, Auto- 
matic Telephone and Electric Co., Limited. 

G. Thompson, Assistant Director (Programmes) Air, Ministry 
of Supply; E. G. Thorp, borough engineer and surveyor, Slough; 
H. A. Tunstall, assistant research manager, W Henley’s 
Telegraph Works Co., Limited; D. S. Watson, senior principal 
scientific officer, Admiralty Signal and Radar Establishment; 

P. Weymouth, chairman and general manager of Australian 
Shipbuilding Board; Captain J. A. White, master, m.s. City of 


Durban, Ellerman and Bucknall Steamship Co., Limited; A. W. 
Woodbridge, signal engineer, Western Region, B.R.; R. P. M 
Wright, engineering manager, Belfast, Harland and Wolff 
Limited 

M.B.E. 

4 L. Bannister, manager, Kuwait Oi) C< Limited Cc 2 
Butler, higher executive officer Ministry of ny and 
Civil Aviation; G. W. Chapman, division manager iudswel 
Clarke and Co., Limited; G. M. Cox, lately assistant airport 


manager, Prestwick, Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 
J. Darragh, head of electrical stores department, Harland and 
Wolff, Limited, Belfast; O. Dawodu, station superintendent 
West African Airways Corporation, Nigeria; J. L. D’Espagnac 
engineer, Mauritius Railways Department; F. Fancutt, assistant 
director, chemical services, research department, B.R. Central 
Staff; E. C. Ferris, estate and works engineer, Birmingham, 
General Electric Co., Limited: H. Finch, signals officer, Ministry 
of Transport and Civil Aviation; A. P Findlay, leading ship 
draughtsman, Yarrow and Co., Limited. 

R. Gray, chief designer, Chloride Batteries, Limited; J. Green, 
traffic manager, North Western Road Car Co., Limited; Miss 
E. E. Grinsted, lately executive officer, Royal Aircraft Establish 


ment, Farnborough; T. F. Hill, assistant works manager 
Fluidrive Engineering Co., Limited; T. W. E. Hills, chief 
steward and purser, m.s. Port Auckland, Port Line; W. H 


Hodgetts, production manager, copper products group, metals 
division, Imperial Chemical Industnes, Limited; Captain C. S. $ 
Holbrook, commodore, Bank Line Fleet, Andrew Weir and Co., 
Limited; Brigadier M. A. James, civil defence officer, Bristol 
Aeroplane Co., Limited; R. H. Johnson, senior superintendent, 
mercantile marine office, Ministry of Transport; J 9 assist- 
ant melting shop manager, Steel Company of Wales, Limited, 
Port Talbot; C, E. Jowitt, senior experimental officer, Meteoro 
logical Office, Aberporth, Air Ministry. 

=. G. Kirby, senior signals officer, Ministry of Transport and 
Civil Aviation; Captain A. J, Leckie, master, m.v Faglend, 
Currie Line, Limited; W. Low, executive officer, Ministry of 
Transport and Civil Aviation; W. B. MacDonald, chief engineer, 
m.s, Athelkmght, Athel Line, Limited; J. V. Martins, chief civil 
engineer, British Guiana Transport and Harbours Department; 
Captain J. H. H. Mills, chief pilot and operations superintendent, 
Aden Airways; R. W. Mills, higher executive officer, Ministry 
of Transport and Civil Aviation; B. Morrish, executive officer, 
Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation; A. G. Nunn, senior 
planning engineer, B.O.A.C.; G. W. Pitt, director, Eagle Aviation 
and Eagle Airways; D. C. Pittman, of Penshurst (N.S.W.) 
for services to Australian road transport industry; W. H. Price 
stationmaster, Birmingham, L.M.R 

C. P. V. Roche, lately airport commandant, States of Jersey 


Airport; S. J. O. Sarr, station manager, Bathurst, West African 


Airways Corporation; M. H. Shah, chief goods clerk, East 
African Railways and Harbours; Mrs. A. L. Stafford, hotel 
manageress, East African Railways and Harbours; H. B 
Stewart, chief photographer, B.E.A.: ©. Sutton, public 
relations officer, Mersey Docks and Harbour Board; F , 
Thorn, formerly principal, training centre, Rhodesia Railways 
R. Thurley, station superintendent, Belfast, B.E.A.; R. N. W 


Wellings, civil defence controller 
E. Whiteley, clutch section 
Limited, Bradford; C. L 


Vauxhall Motors, Limited; 
controller, Crofts (Engineers) 
; Williams, assistant secretary, Merchant 
‘avy establishment administration Shipping Federation 
G. R. C. Wise, of Newport (Victonma), in recognition of his 
contribution to technical training in Australian civil aviation 


IMPERIAL SERVICE ORDER 
COMPANION 


L. J. Edgcombe, chief experimental officer 


P Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research 


QUEEN’S COMMENDATIONS FOR VALUABLE SERVICE 
IN THE AIR 

oa N. R. G. Barker, senior captain, second class, B.E.A.; 
Sdn.Ldr. J. S. Booth (decd.), lately chief test pilot, Saunders 
Roe, Limited; Captain R *. Caspareuthus, staff pilot 
Directorate of Civil Aviation, East Africa; Captain D. W 
Fenton, chief pilot and operations manager, Malayan Airways; 
Captair H. L Glover, senior captain, first class, B.O.A.C 
G. L. Howitt, test pilot, Air Registration Board; Captain J 
Monro, senior captain, first class, B.E.A.; Captain A. ( 


Scadding, senior captain, first class, B.O.A.C 
QUEEN’S POLICE MEDAI 
, P. L. Smith, Chief of Police, London Transport Executive 
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LONDON BUS SCHEDULES 


Statement by Chairman 


2” view of suggestions that the vote on the 

possible termination of the London bus strike 

was influenced by the posting of new 

schedules at the garages, Sir John Elliot, chairman 
of London Transport Executive, has stated that 
to clear misunderstandings, he would like it 
known that there is no question of adjustment 
in services being made in order to reduce 
earnings. On June 1: he made it clear that 
reductions were inevitable because : 

(1) The number of passengers will drop heavily 

(2) The strike has caused a very large increase in the staff 
shortage, which will make services ragged unless orderly 
reductions are introduced 
It has caused a very heavy financial loss of £300,000 per 
week and the settlement will impose very heavy additions 


to working expenses. Services must, therefore, be on a 
similar scale. 


The cuts in the Central Area mean 
10 per cent reduction in mileage run— 
before the strike was 2 per cent 
owing to staff shortage. There will be propor 
tional cuts on all days of the week. There is 
no question of these necessary reductions causing 
staff redundancy. Overall wages of staff in 
respect of the standard working week will not 
be affected; voluntary overtime, worked by a 
minority, will be somewhat reduced. The effect 
on overtime earnings will vary from garage to 
garage. 


(3 


overall 
the service 
below level 


an 





* 
PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


Tucker Imex Rivers. A _ brochure available from Aircraft 
Materials, Limited, Midland Road, London, N.W.1, describing 
the new Tucker Imex sealed-end blind rivet, its applications 
and setting tools. 

Statistica, Review or tHe Worip Ort Inpustry, 1957 
Published by the British Petroleum Co., Limited, Britannic 
House, Finsbury Circus, London E.C.2, this booklet tabulates 
and illustrates statistics of world oi] reserves, production, con 
sumption, supply and demand, refining and tanker shipping 

More Power To Your Etsow. An illustrated catalogue 
produced by Westinghouse Brake and Signal Co., Limited 
82 York Way, Kings Cross, London, N.1, describing items repre 
sentative of the range of Westinghouse pneumatic equipment 
now available in Britain. The equipment, the design of which 
is based on experience gained by the various Westinghouse 
companies throughout the world over the past 89 years, includes 
control, positioning and auxiliary devices, compressors and 
supply fittings. Typical installations are included and there is 
an index to additional descriptive pamphlets. 

Moet INDustRiaL Review, SprinG 1958, Volume 2, NuMBER 
2. This publication of Mobil Oil Co., Limited, Caxton House, 
Tothill Street, London, $.W.1, is devoted entirely to the pro- 
duction of iron and steel. The treatment is popular and made 
easier to follow by clear colour diagrams which follow the 
various phase» of iron-ore processing, pig-iron and steel pro- 
duction, steel rolling, tin-plate production and wire drawing 

New Hayes Coatrinc Ptant. A most interesting brochure 
produced by Crow Catchpole and Co., Limited, 25-28 Bucking 
ham Gate,- London, S.W.1, which briefly describes and illustrates 
the company’s new coated-macadam installation at Hayes, 
Middiesex. The company believes that the plant embodies 
features not yet attomgres anywhere else in the world, including 
an advanced system of electrical automatic control, and achieves 
an he te mg production capacity with close control to British 
Standards and other specifications, The new X .. obviously 
forms an important adjunct to the accelera road-building 
programme, 
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IMPORTANT CONTRACTS 
Large Bus Orders 


we about £500,000, a contract has been 
signed between the Polish Government 
Purchasing Agent (Motorimport) and 
Leyland Motors, Limited, for 80 Royal Tiger 
Worldmaster single-deck chassis, in conjunction 
with Dansk Automobil Byggeri A.S. (Leyland 
Danish associate), which will supply the 62-seat 
39-ft. long coach bodies. The chassis will be 
powered by the Leyland 150-b.h.p. horizontal 
diesel engine driving through a semi-automatic 
Pneumo-cyclic gearbox and 5.4 to 1 rear axle. Ona 
20-ft. wheelbase, they will be designed for a gross 
weight of 15 tons. This is the third large order 
for Leyland received from Poland during the past 
few years, bringing the total to 300 buses and 


coaches ; 
Leyland Motors, Limited, and Transport Vehicles 
Daimler), Limited, are both to participate in the 


supply of 150 new buses to Glasgow Corporation, 
the purchase of which was recommended this week 
by the transport committee mainly for the replace- 
ment of tramcars. The recommendation was for 
contracts to be placed for too Leyland and 50 
Daimler chassis and with Walter Alexander and Co. 
(Coachbuilders), Limited, for 150 bodies. Among 
other home bus orders is an interesting one placed 
by Devon General Omnibus and Touring Co., 
Limited, for six Albion Nimbus 30-seat buses. 


S.A.S. Increases Caravelle Order 

Scandinavian Airlines System has increased its 
order for six French medium-range Caravelle turbo- 
jet air liners to 12, leaving a further 13 machines on 
option S.A.S. will introduce the first of its 
Caravelles, which are powered by two Rolls-Royce 
Avon jet engines mounted at the rear of the 
fuselage, into service on European and Near and 
Middle East routes early next year. 


Synchromesh Daimlers for Cardiff 

Cardiff Corporation has placed an order with the 
Daimler company for six CVG6 double-deck bus 
chassis all of which will be fitted with the synchro- 
mesh gearbox arrangement now offered by the 
company as an alternative to the Daimler fluid 
flywheel-preselector combination. The transmission 
comprises a 16-in. dia. Borg and Beck single dry- 
plate clutch and David Brown four-speed synchro- 
mesh gearbox incorporating Porsche-type split-ring 
synchronisers on all four gears. 

New Eastern Region Contracts 

Recent contracts placed by the Eastern Region 
of British Railways include the following: 

Dormin Long (Bridge and Engineering), Limited, Luton, for 
reconstruction of portion of superstructure of bridge over West- 
gate Street between Cambridge Heath and London Fields. 

Sir William Arrol and Co., Limited, Glasgow, for reconstruc- 
tion of superstructure of bridge over Seven Sisters Road between 
Stamford Hill and Seven Sisters 

Craven Brothers (Manchester), Limited, Stockport, for one 
Craven electrically driven 5 ft. faceplates locombtive wheel lathe 
for Stratford locomotive works 

W. and C, French, Limited, Buckhurst Hill, for reconstruction 
of superstructures of two bridges between Grays and Pitsea and 
three bridges between Upminster and Grays 

May, Gurney and Co., Limited, Norwich, for 1. to super 
structure of train ferry terminal bridge at Harwich. 


South Wales and Kings Lynn Docks 
The British Transport Commission has 
authorised two docks improvement schemes, one 
costing {500,000 for new quay cranage, wharf re- 
construction and the provision of two new tugs 


at the South Wales — and the other for quay 
modernisation at Kings Lynn at a cost of 
£250,000. At Swansea, the West Wharf in Prince 
of Wales Dock, which has been out of use for 
some time, is to be reconstructed. For service at 
the eastern ports in South Wales—Newport, Cardiff 
and Barry—two new diesel tugs will provided 
in replacement of two steam tugs. At Kings Lynn, 
the South-East Quay, Bentinck Dock, is to be 
modernised, including the replacement of hydraulic 
cranes by more powerful electric units. 


£350,000 Y.E.C. Locomotive Order 


Yorkshire Engine Co., Limited (a branch of the 
United Steel Companies, Limited) has obtained an 
order worth £350,000 for 16 diesel-electric 
shunting locomotives from the Port of London 
Authority. This important order follows the suc- 
cess of six Y.E.C. diesel-electric locomotives which 
have been operating at Tilbury Docks for the past 
year. Some of the new locomotives will be twin- 
engined 400-h.p. units, similar to those now at 
Tilbury, and the others will be powered by single 
300-h.p. engines. All the engines are of Rolls- 
Royce manufacture and the electrical equipment 
will be supplied by the British Thomson-Houston 
Co., Limited. The first of the new engines is due 
for delivery in April next and all will be engaged 
on heavy shunting duties at the Royal and Tilbury 
docks 


London Midland Region Contracts 


The London Midland Region of British Railways 
announces the following contracts: 

C. A. Horton, Limited, Brierley Hill, for reconstruction and 
widening of bridge at Bloxwich Lane, Water Orton. 

Edward Wood and Sons, rby, for conversion of engine 
shed into welding shop at Far Cotton, Northampton. 

Harbour and General Works, Limited, Morecambe, for pro- 
posed dolphin at Heysham Harbour 

Dorman Long (Bridge and Engineering), Limited, Luton, for 
three new bridges for Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 
between Roade and Rugby, and Luton and Dunstable to carry 
the railway line over the lonten —Yorkshire Motorway 

J. Gerrard and Sons, Limited, Swinton, Manchester, for altera- 
tion to arches to form relay room at London Road, Manchester. 

Leonard Fairclough, Limited, Adlington, for work in connec- 
tion with main-line electrification including construction of Booth 
Street Bridge, Stockport, demolition of adjacent tunnels and 
strengthening of abutments and retaining walls 


* 
TENDERS INVITED 


HE following items are extracted from the Board of Trade 
Special Register Service of Information. Inquiries should 
be addressed, quoting reference number where given, to the 

Export Services Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon House, Theobaids 
Road, London, W.C.1. 


June 26—Australia.—Queensland Government Railways for 75 
Class VJM welded noprer sopres. Tenders to the Secretary, 
Commissioner for Railways, Adelaide Street, Brisbane 
(ESB / 13305/ 58.) 

June 26—Ceylon.—International Co-operation Administration 
for two 7,500 g.v.w. four-wheel-drive LoRRIES, two four-whee'- 
drive open UTILITY VEHICLES, two I-ton four-wheel-drive 1-ton 
PICK-UP TRUCKS and one four-wheel-drive STATION WAGON, all 
petrol-engined. Tenders to the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Transport and Works, Tender No.: ICA-158, P.O, 
Box No. 547, Colombo 1. (ESB/11586/58/ICA.) 

June 27—Union of South Africa.—South African Railways for 
25 three-axle vehicle chassis. Photocopies of tender docu 
ments from Export Services Branch, Bo.T., price 19s 
(ESB / 14197 / 58.) 

June 27—Union of South Africa.—South African Railways for 
40 SUBURBAN BUSES. Photocopies of tender documents from 
Export Services Branch, B.o.T., price 18s. (ESB/12560/ 58.) 

June 3#—India.—Ministry of Steel, Mines and Fuel for 5,000 
finished broad-gauge STEEL SLEEPERS prepared for go-lb. rail 
Tenders to the Iron and Steel Controller, 33 Netaji Subhas 
Road, Calcutta 1. (ESB/15332/ 58.) 

July 4—Portuguese East Africa.—Ports, Railways and Trans 
port Department for 120 dropside 40-metric ton open RAILWAY 
WAGONS. Tenders to the Ports, Railways and Transport Depart 
ment, Lourenco Marques. (ESB/7726/ 58.) 











SHIPPING and SHIPBUILDING 
Tranmere Tanker Stages 


EWS emerged last’ week of the super tanker 
terminal which the Mersey Docks and 
Harbour Board and Shell Refining Co., 

Limited, are to develop at Tranmere on the 
Cheshire side of the River Mersey, nine miles north- 
west of Stanlow oil refinery. The Board had 
sought and obtained Parliamentary powers to pro- 
vide facilities for accommodating these large 
tankers in the area under its jurisdiction. The 
Tranmere scheme incorporates the construction of 
two large floating stages, adjacent to the Cammell 
Laird shipbuilding yards, each stage capable of 
accommodating a fully loaded super tanker of up 
to 65,000 deadweight tons, and even larger vessels 
on a restricted draught. Each of the two fully float- 
ing stages will be 362 ft. long and 60 ft. wide. To 
enable tankers of 700 ft. or more overall length to 
be safely secured, special Shell-designed floating 
mooring dolphins will be provided ahead and astern 
of each stage. The whole scheme is designed to 
allow for the large tidal rise and fall (over 30 ft.) 
of the Mersey. In full operation, the new Tran- 
mere project will be capable of handling, if 
required, up to eight million tons of crude oil per 
annum for Stanlow refinery. This refinery, extend- 
ing Over some 2,000 acres and employing more than 
5,000 people, is one of the most comprehensive oil 
refineries in Europe and the largest Shell manu- 
facturing centre in this country. Transport of 
crude oil from the Middle East to Stanlow calls for 
the continuous operation, at the present time, of 
60 ocean-going tankers on shuttle service. From 
this refinery, oil and chemical products go out by 
water, road and rail, mainly to the busy industrial 
centres of the North, the Midlands and Wales, but 
also to many other parts of the country and over- 
seas. Steelwork for the Tranmere stage will be 
supplied by the Cleveland Bridge and Engineering 
Co., Limited. 


New Baltic Ferry Route 


I OUTE of a new train and car ferry between 

West Germany and Denmark has been settled 
by agreement between the two countries. It will 
join the German island of Fehmarn with the Danish 
island of Lolland. The crossing will occupy only 
one hour compared with the three hours on the 
present Grossenbrode—Gjedser ferry. A bridge 
would link Fehmarn with the mainland. 


“Pick-a-Back” Car Stowage 

A NOTHER approach to the problem of maximum 
5 stowage of cars exported to the U.S.A. has 
been demonstrated by Manchester Liners, Limited, 
on its Manchester Progress. This is a Swedish 
scheme employing a tubular steel crate which en- 
ables one car to be stacked above another. The 
crate is dismantled at port of destination for return 
to this country 


News of Mossamedes Port 


| INES trading on the West and South African 

4 routes are keeping a close watch on the rapid 
development of the port of Mossamedes in Angola 
(Portuguese West Africa), which may in time be 
linked with the Central African Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland by rail. Mossamedes now 
has a deep water berth 1,200 ft. long and big ships 
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will be able to call there with cargo for Northern 
Rhodesia, once the line reaches Livingstone, where 
the link-up is proposed. The Portuguese reached 


Vila Serpa Pinto in May with their 3 ft, 6 in. gauge 
line. This is 485 miles from Mossamedes and about 
300 miles from the Northern Rhodesian border. 
Northern Rhodesian surveyors are now in the 
Barotseland area investigating the possibility of 
extending the line to a few miles north of 
Livingstone. 


Change in Liverpool Board 


T a meeting of directors of the Liverpool and 
North Wales Steamship Co., Limited, on 
June 4 it was announced by Mr. H. I. MacIver, the 
deputy chairman and managing director, that he 
desired to retire for reasons of health. He has served 
the company for 37 years, including a period as 
chairman, and will now remain deputy chairman. 
Mr. Andrew Alexander has been appointed 
managing director. 


Sale of Howaldt Works 


"PHIRD largest in Western Germany, the state- 

owned Howaldtswerke Hamburg A.G., was 
sold last month to three private companies for 
Dm.34 million (about {£3,090,000). The nominal 
stock value of the Howaldt works is Dm.1o million 
Shares have been purchased in the following pro- 
portions: Dortmunder Huetten-Union (48 per 
cent), the German Bank (26 per cent) and the 
Siemens-Schuckert Company (26 per cent). The 
bill of sale has been signed but will not go into 
effect before the Federal Parliament gives its final 
approval. 


Japanese Line in Adriatic 
OLLOWING a rearrangement of sailings the 
Japanese Nippon Yusen Kaisha (N.Y.K.) 
Line has announced an extension of its Near East 
service to the Yugoslav port of Rijeka. The Near 
East Line originally served Yokohama, Kobe, 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, Aden, Port 
Sudan, Suez, Port Said, Alexandria, Beirut, 
Lattakia, Istanbul and Piraeus, but now it will cut 
out the last four ports, which will be served in 
future by the Japan-Black Sea Line. N.Y.K. ships 
are to ply between Yokohama and Rijeka every two 
months. 





- * 
FINANCIAL RESULTS 


OTES on the trading results, dividends and financial provisions 
of companies associated with the transport industry are 
contained in this feature, together with details of share 

issues, acquisitions and company formations or reorganisations. 


John I. Thornycroft 


An interim of 34 per cent is being paid by John I. Thorny 
croft and Co., Limited, on the ordinary shares for year ending 
July 31, 1958 

Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies 

Dividend declared for 1957 is 6 per cent (same), states 
Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies, Limited. Group trading balance 
was £304,034 (£219,368); if selling prices had not been raised 
parent company would not have made a profit. Manufacturing 
programmes are now bigger than those for 1957 


Lisbon Electric Tramways 

Operation of the 243 buses and 514 trams (including 100 
trailers) of the Lisbon Blectric Tramways, Limited, during the 
year 1957 resulted in a net profit of £64,315 and ordinary 
dividend is 6 per cent. In anticipation of the first section of 
the Underground being ready by January 1, 1959, buses will 
replace trams on certain routes running parallel with it. On 
order from the U.K. are 38 double-deckers with driver-controlled 
front doors. 








ALUMINIUM OUTSTANDING 
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The Atomium, symbol and centre of the Brussels 


at the Brussels World Fair 





escalators, house exhibits showing the results of research into peaceful uses of atomic energy. 





THE ADELPHI 


- JOHN ADAM STREET - 


‘orld Fair 1958. This 320 ft. high structure represents an 
elementary iron crystal. The nine large spheres, each 59 ft. in diameter, are made from steel, clad with 
high purity electrolytically-brightened aluminium. The spheres, which are connected by tubes enclosing 


It is estimated that over 


outstanding examples: 


PALAIS 


At no other previous world fair or exhibition, nor in fact 
in any other built-up area of comparable size, has so much 
aluminium been used before in building. 


2,000 tons of aluminium have been 


used throughout this World Fair. Here are a few of the 


CANADIAN PAVILION 
Aluminium span windows, stairway and external doors. 
BRITISH PAVILION 
30 tons of NORAL aluminium used for the roof. 
AMERICAN PAVILION 
Aluminium extrusions used to support transparent plastic roof. 
RUSSIAN PAVILION 
340 tons of aluminium sheet and extrusions used in the roof. 
SPANISH PAVILION 
Aluminium window frames. 
TURKISH PAVILION 
Aluminium roof. 


DES TRANSPORT 


150 tons of Aluminium used in the roof structure. 


PALAIS II 


About 70 tons of aluminium used for the anodised facade. 


PALAIS DE L’ELECTRICITE 
An aluminium facade. 


ROAD TRANSPORT VIADUCT 


2,600 ft. viaduct will incorporate a decorative aluminium balustrade. 


If you are visiting the Fair make a point of seeing the Kitimat-Kemano and Aluminium Exhibits at the Canadian Pavilion 


Aluminium Union Limited 


(/ncorporated in Canada) 


LONDON W.C.2 - 


ASSOCIATED COMPANIES AND AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 





An Aluminium Limited Company 











tated by Odhams (Watfcrd) Limited, St. Albans Road, Watford, Herts, for and published by, Modern Transport Publishing Co., Limited, Russell Court. 3-16 Woburn Place, London, W.C.1. 


— a oe ok 6a 


= — Oe lee eee lle 


wm - D5 oe 


